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Panelists say respondents not “alleged 
Nazi war criminals” but innocent victims 


(UkrNews)—The Government of 
Canada has completely misrepre- 
sented the Denaturalization and De- 
portation (D&D) policy to the 
people of Canada by saying that it 
is going after “alleged war crimi- 
nals”, attendees at a panel discus- 
sion on this issue were told in 
Edmonton, March 5. 

“What it really is, is an issue of 
the civil liberties and fundamental 
legal safeguards that the government 
has removed from a select group of 
aged innocent victims of Central and 
East European origin and the ex- 
tremely onerous and costly ordeal 
it has put them through, in order to 
fulfill its own political agenda,” said 
panelist Marco Levytsky, Alberta 
Representative of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress National Justice 
Committee and Editor-Publisher of 
Ukrainian News. 

Because the government refers to 
respondents in the D&D cases as 
“alleged Nazi war criminals”, 
people assume they must have some 
evidence of some war crime, he ex- 
plained. 
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Levytsky also noted that, in an- 
nouncing the new policy in 1995, the 
Justice Department of the Govern- 
ment of Canada stated: “The key 
criterion in all these proceedings is 
the existence of some evidence of 
individual criminality. If that cannot 
be proven, no proceedings will be 
considered.” 

Yet In none of the four cases 
where a judicial decision has been 
reached, nor in the one where the 
hearing has been concluded, has the 
government brought forward any 
evidence of any individual war 
crime by any of the defendants. In 
some cases it has even had the au- 
dacity to remove the allegations and 
in others tried to introduce fabri- 
cated KGB evidence which was ob- 
tained through beatings and torture. 
In a case currently before the court 
(Wasyl Odynsky), the government 
has not even bothered to lay charges, 
said Levytsky, who went over each 
of the six cases individually. 

The discussion was attended by, 
among others, MP Jack Ramsay 
(Reform, Crowfoot), MLA Sue 
Olsen (Liberal, Edmonton - 
Norwood) and Greg Nakonechnij, 
representing Alberta Liberal leader 
Nancy MacBeth. 

Levytsky requested that they pose 
the relevant questions to the Goy- 
ernment of Canada through appro- 
priate channels. 

“The questions are as follows: 
Why is the Government of Canada 
calling people ‘alleged war crimi- 
nals’ when in none of the six cases 
that have either been dealt with in 
court, or are in the process of being 
dealt with, have they provided any 
evidence of individual war crimes? 
Why, in some cases, has the Gov- 
егптепі of Canada not even both- 
ered to lay down charges and in 
other cases removed them? Why is 
the Government of Canada prepared 
to submit false evidence, obtained 
by the KGB through torture, in Ca- 
nadian courts? Why is the Govern- 
ment of Canada forcing Canadian 
citizens and their families through 
this extremely stressful and costly 
process if it does not have any evi- 
dence of individual war crimes? 


“Then we ask you to demand that the 


Government of Canada end this as- 
sault on civil liberties immediately. 
And if the Government of Canada 
is not prepared to reverse the D & 
D policy, then you should insist that 
it stays to its own guidelines an- 
nounced in 1995, and that no fur- 


ther D & D cases be initiated unless 
there is evidence of individual crimi- 
nality,” he said. 

The D&D policy was initiated by 
the federal government in 1995 as a 
means of dealing with the so-called 
war crimes issue through the civil, 
rather than criminal justice system. 
Under this procedure the govern- 
ment is obligated only to prove that 
a person misrepresented himself 
upon entering Canada. However, 
immigration files of the late 1940’s 
have long been destroyed, so one is 
dealing not with hard evidence but 
“probabilities,” 

Eugene Harasymiw, Alberta Rep- 
resentative, UCC National Justice 
Committee and President of the 
Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reliance 
League said a D & D case typically 
begins with RCMP conducts posing 
as interviewers while trying to 
gather “evidence” in which the re- 
spondent unwittingly implicates 
himself. 

In no recorded case has a suspect 
been cautioned or read any rights or 
allowed to have his lawyer present 
during RCMP questioning. In a 
criminal case, any “evidence” рго- 
cured by the police in this fashion 
and used by the prosecution would 
be disallowed, explained Harasy- 
miw who then read from the judge’s 
decision in the case of Peteris Vitols, 
which the government lost 

“Mr. Vitols was not told that this 
was a criminal investigation, al- 
though the investigation had begun 
as such. Corporal Robineau 
[RCMP] believed that by the time 
the interview was carried out, it was 
no longer a criminal investigation. 
Since it was a civil investigation Mr. 
Vitols was not advised of his right 
to counsel. Corporal Robineau ac- 
knowledged that any admissions by 
Mr. Vitols would have been inad- 
missible in a criminal case. 

“The [RCMP] officers, contrary 
to normal police practice, did not 
record their questions. They did, 
however, record parts of the an- 
swers. Nonetheless, as was stated by 
Fred Kaufman in his book The Ad- 
missibility of Confessions, 2d ed. 
(Toronto: Carswell, 1974), at 88, 
‘[i]t is important to keep a complete 
record of all questions and answers, 
and to avoid the tendency to reduce 
to writing only that part of a state- 
ment which is clearly inculpatory.’ 
Unfortunately, this was not followed 
by the RCMP officers,” Harasymiw 
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**Kids” petting kids a 


One of the most popular features of “Yarmarok 99”, held at the Ukrai- 
nian Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton March 6-7, was the petting zoo 
where children had the opportunity to pet and cuddle various barnyard 
animals, Yarmarok, which is a two-day family fair organized as a fundraiser 
for the Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song & Dance Ensemble, of the Ukrainian 
Youth Association, was another huge success this year with over 3,000 
people attending. For more, see Page 9. 


Парламент повторно ухвалив закон 
про вибори Президента України 


(КБУВ)--Минулого тижня Верховна Рада подолала вето 
Президента на Закон «Про вибори Президента України», 
підтвердивши більшість оскаржуваних норм понад 300 голосами 
з 449. 

Згідно з Конституцією, в таких випадках Президент зобов'язаний 
підписати і оприлюднити закон протягом 10 днів. 

За цим законом, офіційна виборча кампанія має розпочатися з 
5 травня -- не пізніше, ніж на 180 днів до голосування (а не за 
120 днів, як пропонував Л. Кучма). Під час остаточного 
обговорення законопроєкту депутати відхилили пропозиції 
Президента, щоб виборець мав право підтримувати в підписних 
листах кандидатуру лише одного кандидата і що підписи не 
дозволяється збирати на підприємствах, в установах та організаціях, 

Відхилено також пропозицію визнавати вибори недійсними, 
якщо в них взяли участь менше половини виборців, 
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Україна підписала Конвенцію 
щодо протипіхотних мін 


(Посольство України в Канаді) - 24 лютого 
1999 року у штаб-квартирі ООН в Нью-Йорку 
надзвичайний і повноважний посол України в 
Канаді Володимир Хандогій, від імені Уряду 
України, підписав Конвенцію про заборону зас- 
тосування, накопичення, виробництва та передачі 
протипіхотних мін та про їх знищення, що відома 
як «Оттавська конвенція». 

Підписання Україною цього важливого міжна- 
родно-провового акту стало незвичайною зовніш-- 
ньополітичною подією для нашої країни, яка 
безумовно отримає позитивний резонанс у світі 
та сприятиме зміцненню авторитету держави, а 
також свідченням відданості України високим 
ідеалам миру, людяності та гуманізму, конкретним 
внеском у зміцення міжнародної безпеки та 
загальне роззброєння. 

Незалежна Україна завжди усвідомлювала та 
підтримувала необхідність створення надійного 
юридичного механізму для заборони такого 
антигуманного виду зброї, та її глобальну загрозу 
для подальшого розвитку людства. Тому приєд- 
нання України до Оттавського процесу стало 
логічним кроком на продовження курсу нашої 
держави на заборону цієї зброї невибіркової дії, 
підтвердженого, зокрема, одностороннім рішенням 
про ліквідацію 100 тис. мін у травні 1998 р. 

Важливе значення для прискорення рішення 


України щодо підписання Конвенції про заборону 
протипіхотних мін мали принципові домовленості 
між Президентом України Л. Кучмою та Пре- 
м'єр-міністром Канади Ж. Кретьєном, досягнуті. 
під час його нещодавнього візиту до Києва, а 
також підписання Міжурядового меморандуму 
про співробітництво у ліквідації запасів проти-- 
піхотних мін, який передбачає надання Канадою 
матеріально-технічної допомоги нашій державі 
у знищенні протипіхотних мін, накопичених ще 
з часів СРСР. 

В цей же день відбулась зустріч надзивчайного 
i повноважного посла України в Канаді Володи- 
мира Хандогія з постійним представником Канади 
при ООН Робертом Фаулером, який в цьому 
місяці виконує обов'язки голови Ради Безпеки 
ООН. Під час зустрічі Постійний представник 
Канади як країни- ініціатора Оттавського процесу 
висловив вдячність Урядові України за приєднання 
до зазначеної Конвенції, а також підкреслив, 
що такий рішучий крок України безумовно 
сприятиме зміцненню глобального режиму 
заборони протипіхотних мін як надійного гаранту 
ліквідації цього небезпечного виду Зброї. 

Україна стала 132-ю країною, що підписала 
Оттавську конвенцію, 65 з яких вже ратифікували 
цей документ. Конвенція набуде чинності 1 
березня 1999 року. і 


Україна повністю позбулася бойових 
міжконтинентальних балістичних ракет 


Микола Довнич 

(КБУВ) -Україна зустріла весну без міжкон- 
тинентальних рідкопаливних балістичних ракет 
СС-19, що колись наганяли страху на весь 
західний світ. Останню з таких ракет у 
присутності американського амбасадора в Україні 
Стівена Пайфера знищено на знаменитому заводі 
«Південмаш» у Дніпропетровську. 
Колись Україна мала 111 таких ракет, 11 з 
яких було передано росіянам відразу після 
проголошення незалежності. Після розвалу 
Радянського Союзу Україні дісталося також 46 
новітніх твердопаливних ракет CC-24 та 19 
стратегічних бомбардувальники, оснащені 1068 


Павла 
Лазаренка 


Хто віддасть зарплатню? 


крилатими ракетами з ядерними боєголовками. 
Після передачі ядерної зброї Росії та знищення 
останніх ракет класу СС-19 Україна стала 
першою в світі країною, що добровільно 
позбулася статусу ядерної держави. 

Всю інфраструктуру новітнього ядерного 
озброєння Україна зобов'язалася демонтувати до 
грудня 1991 року, сподіваючись на обіцяні США 
$749 млн. Але «живі» гроші сюди так і не 
дійшли. Так само не виконав своїх зобов'язань і 
північно-східній сусід, на якого Сполучені Штати 
махнули рукою, впевнившись, що домовлятися 3 
Москвою - безнадійна справа... 


Коротко 


хочуть 

бачити на 
лаві 

підсудних 


Віктор Бикодір 

(КБУВ)- -Українська громад- 
ськість загалом обурливо сприй-- 
няла повідомлення про те, що 
справа екс-прем'єра Павла Ла- 
заренка ще тільки-но почала 
розглядатися в імміграційному 
суді США і що орієнтовно лише 
через два місяці буде ухвалено 
рішення щодо підстав для надан- 
ня йому політичного притулку. 

Генеральна прокуратура Укра- 
їни підтвердила повідомлення 
зарубіжних джерел про те, що 
передача українському право- 
суддю підозрюваного у «відми- 
ванні» великих сум державних 
коштів може розтягнутися на- 
Довго. 

Павло Лазаренко, затриманий 
19 лютого на летовищі Нью- 
Йорка, через свого американ- 
ського адвоката Джеймса Мейка 
поширив по правозахисних 
організаціях світу, в тому числі 
і в ООН та Раді Європи, заяву 
про намір добиватися політич-- 
ного притулку в США, де 
перебуває нині його родина. Він 
висловив побоювання, що в 
Україні може зазнати тортур. 


(Андрій Шевченко, КБУВ)--Близько сімдесяти відсотків 
українців не отримують заробітної плати своєчасно. Це визнав 
міністр праці та соціальної політики Іван Сахань. Загальна 
заборгованість по зарплаті в Україні досягла 6,600,000 гривень 
(це майже два мільярди долярів) -- найбільше за всю 
історію незалежної України. Сорок відсотків цієї суми 
заборгувала держава, а решта припадає на недержавну сферу. 


Ірак відвернувся від українських комуністів 
(КБУВ)--Під час зустрічі в Москві з українськими 
парламентаріями-комуністами, які в грудні минулого року 
«пробили» через Верховну Раду України постанову про надання 
гуманітарної допомоги, амбасадор Іраку в Росії ввічливо 
відмовився прийняти «братній дарунок». Працівники 
Міністерства as ee справ України звертають увагу на 
те, що відмова Іраку прийняти гуманітарну допомогу є 
безпрецедентним випадком за всі роки незалежності України. 


З'явилася газета мільйонним накладом 
(КБУВ) -За останні роки вперше в Європі з'явилася щоденна 
газета, що видається накладом понад 1,000,000 примірників. 
Це столичні «Факти і коментарі» - російськомовне видання, 
засноване у серпні 1997 року журналістом і видавцем 
Олександром Швецем. 


Повеневі загорози 

(КБУВ)--Міністерство України з надзвичайних ситуацій 
оголосило мобілізаційний стан у зв'язку із загрозою весняних 
повеній, Передбачається, що цьогорічної весни можуть зазнати 
підтоплень 4 тисячі населених пунктів. Тривожні очікування 
на Закарпатті, де вода ще недавно завдала величезних збитків. 
А на Волині заручниками природної стихії вже стали 9 
тисяч громадян. Тамтешня влада готується до евакуації 
населення. 


Праця портів минулого року 
(Прес-центр «Південь»)- Українські порти минулого року 
переробили близько 70 мільйонів тон вантажів, Більше всього 
їх пройшло через Одеський порт - 22 мільйона тон. Через 
Іллічівськ та Южний - до 10 мільйонів, Маріуполь - близько 
7, Їзмаїл - 4,5 мільйона тон. Іллічівські портовики переробили 
найбільше сухих вантажів, Южненці - навалочних. 
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PHOTO — ROMAN PETRIW 


Left to Right: Taras Podilsky, Myroslav Yurkevich, Marco Levytsky, Gordon "Bud" Conway, Eugene Harasymiw. 


Government misrepresenting D & D policy 


Cont. from P. 1 
quoted Justice William McKeown. 

Harasymiw concluded that the D 
& D policy is: 

» An abuse of process which vio- 
lates the civil liberties of its victims 

» An exercise, not in justice, but 
in the pursuit of a political agenda, 
and 

¢ That this process has succeeded 
in bringing the Canadian justice sys- 
tem and the administration of jus- 
tice into total disrepute. 

Myroslay Yurkevich, Research 
Associate with the Canadian Insti- 
tute of Ukrainian Studies at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta, related Ukraine’s 
experiences during World War II. 

“Tn the course of the war, Ukraine 
was more badly devastated than any 
other European country: more than 
700 cities and towns and 28,000 vil- 
lages were fully or partly destroyed; 
losses to industry and agriculture 
amounted to about 40% of the 
economy.23 And Ukraine’s human 
losses were staggering: they are now 
estimated at 8 million (5.5 million 
civilians; 2.5 million military),” he 
noted. 

“As no Ukrainian state existed, 
the dilemma facing Ukrainians was 
not whether to collaborate with one 
of their enemies, but which one to 
choose in order to survive. Most 
chose collaboration with the Sovi- 
ets, if only because the Nazis gave 
them no alternative. Of those who 
collaborated with the Nazis, some 
were certainly involved in the Ho- 
locaust. In many cases, these perpe- 
trators were former prisoners of war 
whose only other choice was to 
starve to death,” he said. 

He noted that in the Galician re- 
gion of Western Ukraine the Ukrai- 
nian Central Committee was estab- 
lished in 1940 to assist prisoners of 
war; promote public health and edu- 
cation; provide social services to 
homeless children, the sick, invalids, 
and students; and represent the in- 
terests of slave labourers 

In April 1943, it recruited a 
Waffen-SS division to fight in the 
German ranks. 

“By this point, the German defeat 
at Stalingrad made it necessary for 
them to seek non-German cannon 
fodder: the policy of denying arms 
to non-Germans, enunciated at the 
beginning of the Nazi-Soviet war, 
was abandoned (although the Divi- 
sion was called Galician rather than 

Ukrainian in order to avoid irritat- 
ing Hitler). For their part, the 
Galician Ukrainians saw the 
division’s formation as a means of 
. obtaining weapons and training for 
soldiers who would form the 


nucleus of a Ukrainian national 
army. They insisted on a guarantee 
that the division would fight only on 
the Eastern front against the Red 
Army.,” he said. 

Yurkevich noted that after the war, 
5.2 million Soviet citizens repatri- 
ated from Germany after the war (in- 
cluding many Ukrainian slave 
labourers), approximately 300,000 
were shot outright and 2.5 million 
sentenced to forced-labour camps 
for periods ranging from 3 to 25 
years. In 1945, the British and 
American armies collaborated with 
Soviet repatriation teams, forcing 
refugees to return to the USSR 
against their will. 


Taras Podilsky, Edmonton Repre- 
sentative of the Ukrainian Canadian 


Civil Liberties Association, said that 
UCCLA is a non-partisan, voluntary 
and non-profit research and educa- 
tional organization committed to the 
articulation and promotion of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community’s 
interests. 

Initially, in 1984, UCCLA was 
structured around the Civil Liberties 
Commission, which was constituted 
by a general meeting of members of 
the UCC. It was created to meet the 
defamatory accusations that “Ukrai- 
nian war criminals” were being 
harboured in Canada. UCCLA suc- 
cessfully persuaded the Government 
of Canada to accept the principle 
that “all war criminals found in 
Canada, regardless of their ethnic, 
religious or racial origin, or the pe- 
riod or place in which crimes against 
humanity or war crimes are alleged 
to have been committed, should be 
brought to justice in Canada under 
Canadian criminal law.” 

UCCLA was also mandated by 
the Ukrainian Canadian community 
to negotiate a timely and honourable 
Ukrainian Canadian Redress Settle- 
ment Agreement for the unjust in- 
ternment of Ukrainian Canadians as 
“enemy aliens,” during World War 
One. 

UCCLA has organized symposia, 
submitted numerous articles to the 
Canadian and Ukrainian press and 
distributed educational materials 
widely, and has begun placing his- 
torical markers and statues at some 
Canadian concentration camp sites. 

Also, recently UCCLA has devel- 
oped a very informative and up to 
date web site, which is accessible 
worldwide and highlights issues fac- 
ing the Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity, as they are portrayed by com- 
munity activists, the government 
and the media. The web site also 
includes all UCCLA press releases 
which are regularly distributed to 


major Canadian media outlets and 
often printed in the Ukrainian me- 
dia. The site is located at 
infoukes.com/UCCLA/ 

Speaking on D & D, Podilsky said 
that a long term financial commit- 
ment has been made by the govern- 
ment of Canada to continue this un- 
just policy. 

“We need to inform and educate 
the public. It is public outrage that 
needs to be heard — into pressur- 
ing the Canadian government to 
abandon this uncivilized, expensive 
and unjust process of denaturaliza- 
tion and deportation. We have tried 
to argue our point, but the govern- 
ment refuses to listen. We must con- 
tinue to stand up for the truth and 


what is right. These are values 


passed on to us by that generation 
— the generation that have lived an 
honest life and worked very hard to 
rebuild their shattered lives of war- 
torn Europe. They are now the tar- 
get of their new foe — the govern- 
ment that we elected and entrusted 
to lead this peaceful and just soci- 
ety,” he said. 

The initiative for this discussion, 
held at the Ukrainian National Fed- 
eration Hall came from the 
Edmonton Branch of the UNF, a 
constituent member of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC), 
Edmonton Branch, and was en- 
dorsed under the umbrella of the 
UCC’s Alberta Provincial Council. 

The speakers at the panel were 
introduced by UCC - APC President 
Gordon “Bud” Conway. 
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Vinok Worldance presents 


Sund 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre 


Enjoy the glamour of the Academy Awards at the Party of the Year - 
Delicious Dinner, NTN Trivia Entertainment, Big Screen TVs 


Silent Auction featuring autographed items from Cameron Diaz, 
Gary Oldman, Jerry Springer, LeAnn Rimes and more 


Tickets $65.00 


D & Da witch-hunt, 
Saskatoon audience told 


(UkrNews)—Opportunities lie in the midst of the current adversity with 
the Denaturalization and Deportation (D & D) process and as a commu- 
nity we must seize them, a Saskatoon audience was told, Feb. 28. 

“The choice is ours,” said Eugene Harasymiw, President of the Alberta 
Self Reliance League, speaking to over 100 people at the Ukrainian Or-_ 
thodox Auditorium. 

“Either we take up the defence of the rights of every Canadian, either 
we defend that sterling reputation that has taken over 100 years to estab- 
lish and nurture, or our children and grandchildren will never forgive us. 
We cannot leave them wondering, bewildered as to why we chose not to 
combat the calumnators and the demonizers of the Ukrainian people, why 
we chose to ignore the politics of vengeance and the merchants of hate,” 
he said. 

Harasymiw said “the efforts of the federal government to “bring Nazi 
war criminals and their collaborators to justice’ whether by means of the 
D & D process or otherwise, has absolutely and categorically nothing to 
do with ‘justice’ — it does, unfortunately, have everything to do with the 
pursuit of a political agenda. It is, in short, a Canadianized version of a 
McCathyite witch-hunt.” 

He added that it is important to recognize that this political agenda is 
driven or participated in by several groups, including: 

Че What Dr. Myron Kuropas refers to as the Jewish "потепКіашга" — 
i.e. American and Canadian Jewish Congresses; Anti-Defamation League 
of B’nai Brith; Simon Weisenthal Centre. 

Че Those people in whose interest it 15 to propagate the fable that evil 
can only emanate from what they regard as the Nazi/fascist camp. 

Че Politicians who seek to curry favour from groups whom they expect 
will reward them handsomely come election time, or the time to choose 
new leaders of their party or of the whole country. Я 

З» Hard-core Ukrainophobes in the government bureaucracy. 

че Up until recently, much of the mainstream Canadian media, in whose 
interests it appears to be to perpetuate great Canadian mythology — in 
this case, that only certain groups are worthy of “victim” status. 

He noted that issue in a criminal trial is guilt or innocence of person 
accused of an actual crime. 

“In a р & D case the issue is whether the person entering Canada 50 
years ago gained entry based on ‘fraudulent or improper means, or by 
misrepresentation of a material fact’ (ss. 10 and 18 of the Citizenship Act). 

Note that issue is not one of guilt of accused based on criminal charges! 
Instead, the process involves revocation of citizenship, so that in place of 
war criminality there is substituted fraud. The fraud the government pros- 
ecutors wish to find is in the assertion that the person hid something about 
their past. This opens the door to all sorts of accusations that the govern- 
ment does not have to prove,” he said. 


WASYL ODYNSKY 
DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


Donations in Support of this 
Trust Fund may be sent to 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 
905-890-8110 
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Call 454-3739 


В РЕСТОРАНАХ: 


борщ 
млинці 
голубці 
м'ясо 
вареники 
налисники 
салати 
напої 
а також зустрічі 
З НОВИМИ 1 
старими друзями 
483 Bloor St. W. 
(416) 922-5875 
2199 Bloor St. W. 
(416) 769-5020 


1535 Yonge St. 
(416) 944-1253 


95 Front St. E. 
(416) 366-7259 


M-C Dairy (416) 231-0304; 106 North Queen St. 
Кефір, йогурт, cup, гуслянка 
Ресторан відкритий від 7 год. рано до 1:30 рано 


В ПЕКАРНІ: 
хліб 
торти 
калачі 

сирники 
маківники 
медівники 

і багато інших 

пекарських 
виробів 
за старими 
українськими 
переписами 
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BAKERY 


New Factory Outlet: 
106 North Queen St. 


(416) 231-1498 
Humbertown Plaza 


270 The Kingsway 
(416) 237-1907 


УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ІНСТИТУТ ЇМ, П. МОГИЛИ 
Саскатун, Саскачеван 


Mohyla Institute 


Приймає аплікації на працю 
4 опікунів-виховників 


під час ЛІТНІХ КУРСІВ поглибленого вивчення 
української мови для середньошкільників від 
1-го липня до 5-го серпня 1999 р. 


Термін роботи опікунів - шість тижнів. 


Реченець звернення: 31-го березня 1999 р. 


Зацікавлених просимо звертатись за 
аплікаційними анкетами Ha адресу: 


DZHERELO 
UKRAINIAN CULTURAL & LANGUAGE 
IMMERSION SUMMER SCHOOL 
MOHYLA INSTITUTE 
1240 Temperance St., Saskatoon, SK S7N OP1 
Tel: (306) 653-1944 Fax: (306) 653-1902 
E-mail: mohyla@sk.sympatico.ca 


So-USE 
CREDIT UNION 


WORRY FREE TOP OF THE LINE PERSONAL 
AND BUSINESS BANKING 
THAT COMBINES FIRST-RATE SERVICE 
WITH FIRST-CLASS RATES 


OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT 
RIGHT NOW 


wie, 


> COK3 € 


HEAD OFFICE 2265 Bloor Street West Toronto, Ontario M6S 1P1 
(416) 763-5575 Fax: 761-9604 

TOLL FREE 1-800-322-9274 

MISSISSAUGA 26 Eglinton Ave, West, Mississauga, Ontario L5R 3E7 
(905) 568-9890 Fax: 568-9893 


SO-USE VOICE 416-760-9940 
TOLL FREE 1-800-323-2794 
WWW.SO-uSse.com 


Ккологічна 
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ситуація на 


Миколаївщині катасрофічна 


(Прес-центр «Південь»)- Екологічні організації 
Миколаївщини б'ють на сполох. Стан природнього 
навколишнього середовища регіону катастрофіч- 
ний, а обласна влада ігнорує пропозиції екологів... 

Особливо жахлива ситуація на Миколаївщині 
з постачанням чистої питної води. За словами 
активіста місцевого екологічного руху Олександра 
Малицького, «саме брудна питна вода стала 
причиною збільшення рівня смертності серед 
дітей. На цвинтарі який зростає з величезною 
швидкістю на очі весь час потрапляють написи 
на свіжих могилах. Вмирають не старі люди, а 
діти - двох, трьох, п'яти, десяти років... I це не 
дивно, бо крім соціальних факторів відсутність 
роботи, зарплати, мізерні пенсії - що фатально 
відбиваються на харчуванні сім'ї і в тому числі 
дітей - багато важить екологічний фактор. 
Продукти які споживають миколаївці з отруєних 
хімією i радіацією колгоспних полів - не додають 
здоров'я. А вода яку п'ють миколаївці, на думку 
екологів, фактично вже навіть не технічна і 
якість її не поліпшиться коли розстане сніг із 
чорнобильської зони і стече у ріку Дніпро...». 


«Час бігання 


(КБУВ) -...Досвід класичних демократичних 
країн свідчить, що політична партія або має 
владу, або ж знаходиться до неї в опозиції. В 
Україні ситуація відмінна, бо демократичні 
інститути держави лише формуються. Тим не 
менше, вже сьогодні маємо заявити, що до 
тих пір, поки Народний Рух не переміг на 
виборах і не став партією влади, стосунки з 
владними структурами мають будуватися або 
жона засадах рівноправного партнерства, або 
ж опозиційности. Час бігання по коридорах 
влади, стосунки з владними структурами мають 
будуватися або ж на засадах рівноправного 
партнерства, або ж опозиційности. Час бігання 
по коридорах влади та принизливого випро-- 
шування другорядних посад закінчився. Від 
політики обслуговування влади, які маскували 
під гаслами конструктивної опозиції, маємо 
перейти до політики рівноправного партнерства. 
Надалі усі стосунки з владою маємо будувати, 
виходячи із політичних кадрових, економічних 
та інших інтересів партії. I не ми, а нам 
мають пропонувати співпрацю. Ї, якщо це 
потрібно та співпадає з нашою політичною 
позицією, то взаємостосунки з владою мають 
забезпечуватися адекватними правами. Така 
співпраця є чесною, зрозумілою 1, головне, 
вона принесе користь партії і державі. 

...У нас все швидко стане на свої місця, 
коли ми не будемо штучно протиставляти 
партію фракції та дискутувати, хто над ким 
стоїть, а запишемо в Статуті, що фракція - 
це політична вершина партії у Верховній Раді, 
і чітко окреслимо її функції. ...A що сьогодні? 
Хто може сказати, якою є стратегія фракції 
НРУ у Верховній Раді? Стратегія лівих зрозу- 


Миколаївці 


влади ..закінчився» 


З промови голови парламентської фракції НРУ Юрія Костенка під 
час відкриття 10-х позачергових Всеукраїнських Зборів РУХу 


Тим часом, обласна Рада не врахувала 
пропозиції миколаївських екологів щодо 
постачання до населених пунктів чистої 
артезианської питної води. Не звернула на цю! 
проблему уваги і міська Рада на сесії проведеній 
наприкінці минулого тижня. 

Теж саме відбулося і з другим зверненням 
екологів та крайового РУХу до облради з приводу 
риби - як останнього засобу існування тисяч 
мешканців області, які місяцями не отримують 
зарплати. Автори звернення прохають примусити 
керівництво Південноукраїнської АЕС виконати 
рибообвідний канал в районі Олександрівської 
греблі - щоб риба мала можливість пройти на 
нерест. У іншому випадку перерветься ланцюжок 
і ці риби зникнуть і таким чином зменшиться 
товарна вартість річки Південний Буг. Не буде 
обурюватися і населення - бо вимре з голоду...» 

За словами активіста миколаївського 
екологічного Руху Олександра Малицького, надія 
у захисників природи та людей від вимирання, 
залишається лише на радикальні дії місцевої 
виконавчої влади... 


по коридорах 


міла - так званий соціальний популізм; стратегія 
селян також - це збереження колгоспно-рад- 
госпного устрою; навіть досить чітко виглядає 
стратегія корпоративних груп - прихопити те, 
що не встигли інші. Невідомо лише одне - 
чого хоче і кого захищає фракція НРУ, крім 
того, що ми декларуємо - є державниками. 
Але в чому суть цієї державницької стратегії 
1 в чому вона полягає - не знає ніхто, HABITE 
члени фракції. 

У першу чергу слід чітко визначити наші 
державотворчі пріоритети та наголосити, що 
у своїй подальшій роботі фракція РУХу буде 
керуватися принаймні принципами: 

перше - це формування самодостатньої 
національної економіки, а не її елементів для 
обслуговування інтересів інших держав; 

друге - підтримка не чужого, а свого, рідного 
виробника та його захист від сваволі власного 
уряду і держави; 

третє - у своїй політиці ми будемо керуватися 
інтересами малих і середніх підприємців, 
підтримуватимемо розвиток фермерства, бо це 
основа ефективного виробництва i 60-70% 
робочих місць у державі; 

чертверте - ми відмовляємося від популіс- 
тської політики так званого соціального захисту, 
яку пропонують ліві, а натомість будемо 
підтримувати всі закони, які сприятимуть 
економічному зростанню держави, бо це і є 
основа не для фіктивного, а для реального 
покращення добробуту народу; 

i нарешті - через законодавство ми будемо 
формувати в нашій державі саме українську 
державну політику у сфері культури, духовності 
та в інформаційному просторі. 


закликують 


конфліктуючих РУХу до примирення 


(Прес-центр «Південь»)- Делегація микола- 
ївського крайового РУХУу після участі у преве- 
денному минулими вихідними позачерговому з'їзді 
НРУ у Києві висловили свою позицію з приводу 
цього заходу на прес-конференції для журналістів. 

Миколаївці знову закликали конфліктуючих 
однопартійців до примирення заради збереження 
єдності партії напередодні ШПрезидентських 
виборів... 

На думку Голови миколаївського крайового 
РУХу Юрія Діденка проведений у Києві «так 
званий позачерговий з'їзд НРУ може стати ре- 
зультатом значного розколу у лавах партії якій 
дотепер вдавалося оминути внутрішньолартійних, 
чвар. Юрій Діденко далі продовжив: «Сторона, 


яка проводила Збори, не прислухалася до заклику 
Голови НРУ Вячеслава Чорновола скасувати 
свої попередні рішення і розпочати переговорний 
процес, який-би призвів до консолідуючої позиції. 
Голова партії Вячеслав Чорновіл наголошував у 
своєму Зверненні, що Він готовий підкоритися 
Зборам зібраним лігитимно і виконати рішення 
з'їзду щодо його подальшого головування». 
Але у миколаївській крайовій організації НРУ 
i сьогодні сподіваються на можливість досягнення 
порозуміння: «Сторони мають піднятися над 
власними амбіціями та інтересами і дійдуть до 
порозуміння, бо РУХ може чекати сумна доля 
тих na Pee які He" Minn наро рн і сьогодні | 


Ukrainian Мемув/Українські Вісті 


(JF Monitor)—Eight months before Ukraine’s 
presidential elections, which are scheduled for Oc- 
tober 31, incumbent President Leonid Kuchma leads 
other prospective candidates in a poll conducted 
jointly by Gallup and Ukraine’s Democratic Initia- 
tives Fund. The poll — a follow-up to one taken in 
January — revealed that popular support for Kuchma 
has more than doubled in the last month. 

Had the elections been held now, Kuchma would 
have taken 21 percent of the vote, up from 10 per- 
cent. Natalya Vitrenko — the radical “red” Progres- 
sive Socialist Party leader who led the poll in Janu- 
ary — would have taken 17 percent, up from 15. 
Communist leader Petro Symonenko and socialist 
leader Oleksandr Moroz followed, with 13 and 10 
percent respectively. Former Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter Hennadiy Udovenko got 5 percent. Former Pre- 
mier Yevhen Marchuk, despite his recent numerous 
electoral initiatives and his break with the United 
Social Democratic Party, which captured a signifi- 
cant media attention, held steady at 3 percent. Speaker 
Oleksandr Tkachenko, who, unlike Marchuk, con- 
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Kuchma takes over lead in polls 


tinues to deny any presidential ambitions, also 
showed 3 percent. Former Premier Pavlo Lazarenko, 
who last week fled from corruption charges at home 
to Greece and then to the United States, trailed with 
2 percent. 

Kuchma’s most dangerous presidential rivals — 
Vitrenko, Moroz and Symonenko, who share the same 
“protest electorate” — are still far from uniting their 
efforts. Symonenko said on Feb. 24 that he still hopes 
that the leftists nominate a single candidate, but made 
it clear that their best choice would be himself. 
| Moroz’s chances have been considerably lessened 
by the parliament. vote which lifted immunity from 
Lazarenko, his prospective presidential teammate. 
Kuchma’s rise in popularity can be explained by this 
final “victory” over Lazarenko, relative success in 
recent negotiations with the International Monetary 
Fund and Kuchma’s public castigation of the gov- 
ernment for the country’s poor economic perfor- 
mance — which was repeatedly televised to the na- 
tion in January and February and resulted in several 
dismissals, 


Polish connection increasingly 
important to Ukraine 


СЕ Monitor)—On Feb. 24-25 in Kyiv, President 
Leonid Kuchma and Prime Minister Valery 
Pustovoytenko discussed with Polish Prime Minister 
Jerzy Buzek a set of ambitious plans designed to tie 
Ukraine closer to Poland and, through it, to Western 
Europe. 

The plans include: 

e Constructing an import terminal for Caspian oil near 
Odessa and the planned Black Sea-Baltic Sea pipeline 
from Odessa to Gdansk; 

» Forming a consortium and attracting West Euro- 
pean investments and European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development credits for this project; 

» Modernizing Polish and Ukrainian sections of the 
Berlin-Kyiv railroad; 

_ ¢ Constructing a state-of-the-art rail link between 
Lyiw (Wkraine) and Przemysl (Poland); 

¢ Working out border-crossing regulations that would 
not discriminate against Ukrainians, once Poland joins 
the European Union’s (EU) Schengen visa system; 

» Opening and equipping additional crossing points 
on the Ukrainian-Polish border; 

- Using Polish expertise in restructuring Ukraine’s 
coal industry; 


Ukrainian-Polish 
relations remembered 


(Eastern Economist)—One of the first events at the 
new Polish Institute in Kyiv, founded in February, was 
a March 4 historical exhibition and presentation of a 
documentary entitled “Difficult Brotherhood,’ dedicated 
to Polish-Ukrainian relations at the turn of the century, 
and the joint political and military actions of Simon 
Petliura and Joszef Pilsudkiy. 

The opening event was attended by Polish and Ukrai- 
nian diplomats. The Institute plans to take the exhibi- 
tion and film to be demonstrated in other cities across 
the country. 


Nuclear plant 
workers threaten 
general strike 


(RFE/RL)—The Atomic Energy Sector Employ- 
ees’ Trade Union announced on March 5 that it 
will launch a strike over unpaid wages at Ukraine’s 
five nuclear power plants on March 22, the “East- 
ern Economist Daily” reported on March 9. 

Valeriy Matov, deputy head of the union, said 
the strike will include all employees, except for a 
small number of support workers who will main- 
tain essential operations. 

Some 12,000 nuclear plant workers demon- 
strated on March 6 to demand back wages. 

Some 2,000 employees continue their protest in 
tent camps built around nuclear power plants. 

Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoytenko has prom- 
ised to set up a government commission to over- 
see payments for electricity consumption. 

The commission will be given the right to cut 
off electricity supplies to debtors. 


г Cooperating in the military-industrial sector; 

e Taking political steps (in Kuchma’s and 
Pustovoytenko’s words) “to ensure that Ukraine is not 
consigned to a zone of uncertain status” after the cur- 
rent round of the EU’s enlargement. 

Most of these intentions are premised on Poland’s 
accession to the European Union and on Warsaw’s com- 
prehension — not always evident in Brussels — of the 
European interest in avoiding the isolation of Ukraine, 
once the latter’s western neighbors join the EU. 

That comprehension is shared across most of 
Poland’s political spectrum, including the left-of-cen- 
ter President Aleksandr Kwasniewski. But it is a senti- 
ment especially keen among veteran Solidarity activ- 
ists who are currently in government, such as Buzek 
and Defense Minister Janusz Onyszkiewicz. The re- 
cent Kwasniewski-Kuchma meeting in Warsaw and 
Onyszkiewicz visit to Kyiv went on in the same spirit. 


Ukraine, Poland 
agree to crack down 
on organized crime 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Interior Minister Yuriy 
Kravchenko and his Polish counterpart, Janusz 
Tomaszewski, meeting on March 3 in Kyiv, signed an 
agreement on cooperating to combat organized crime. 

Kravchenko said that such cooperation will result in 
the disbanding by this summer of some 60 criminal 
gangs operating in both countries. 

“Joint operations [so far] have resulted in bringing 
the situation at the Polish-Ukrainian border under con- 
trol. There is no longer such a thing as a Ukrainian 
mafia in Poland,” Kravchenko said. 

Polish Television commented that this statement “as- 
tonished” the Polish delegation, adding that Ukraini- 
ans compose Poland’s largest criminal group from the 
former Soviet republics. 


Ukraine rejects EU 
demand to close 
Chornobyl NPP 


(RFE/RL)—Deputy Energy Minister Hennadiy 
Yaroslavtsev has shrugged off a demand by the Euro- 
pean Commission to close the Chornoby] nuclear power 
plant as soon as possible, Reuters reported on March 
9. 

Energy Commissioner Christos Papoutsis urged 
Ukraine to reconsider its decision to restart the only 
operational reactor at Chornobyl and to expedite the 
plant’s closure, pointing to safety considerations. 

Yaroslavtsev said the commission’s demand is "ап 
attempt to exert political pressure on Ukraine.” 

The Chornobyl plant “is the safest of all similar 
nuclear power plants in the former Soviet Union,” he 
argued. 

Ukraine has pledged to shut down Chornobyl by 2000 
in exchange for Western assistance to complete the 
construction of another two nuclear reactors. 
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CYOUR PERIFECT VACATION BEGINS IIE RE) 


We specialize in travel and tours to Ukraine 
and escorted group tours around the world. 
Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


780-415-5633; Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
Call us for brochures on our 1999 Tours to Ukraine 
June 21 to July 5 - All inclusive land tour of western Ukraine (60% sold) 

July 4 to 19 - Escorted all inclusive Ukraine Cruise on Dnipro River and Black Sea 
June 21 to July 19 - 29 day Holiday of a lifetime in Ukraine touring western Ukraine 
and cruising the Dnipro River and Black Sea 
Watch for our exciting Fall Country Music Tours 
11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta Т5М 1L5 
Call us for information on any of our tours. http://www.connect.ab.ca/~ttravel 


For Sale: DELUXE FURNISHED CONDOMINIUM ІМ 
PENTICTON, B.C. between 2 lakes, midst mountains, orchards and 
gardens. Best climate in Canada, 7 yr old, 1244 sq.ft., 2 BR, 2 Baths, 
enclosed carpeted balcony 250 sq.ft, terrific view. Security, 2 parking 
spaces (1 secured), 2 large storage rooms, laundry, lots of capboard 
space, wall to wall carpeting, mirrored doors on 3 clothes closets, 
airconditioner, 3 appliances, furniture (teak, oak & other), 29 in. cable 
TV. All in excellent condition. Near malls, park, bus. For adults over 
50. To be appreciated must be seen. Call (250) 490-0939. 


To all former"DNIPRO" Choir Members. Seventy years have 
passed since the Dnipro Choir was first formed. We have reached 
the magical 70 years making us the oldest Ukrainian Choir in all of 
Canada. To mark this occassion we have decided to have a reunion of 
present and former choir members. We invite you to attend the Gala 
Weekend on May 21, 22, 23 and 24. Forward your reply to the address 
given below and we will send you more details. 


Dnipro 70th Anniversary Committee, 
130 Frood Road, Sudbury, Ont. P3C 474. 


До всіх колишніх хористів хору «ДНІПРО», Садбері, 
Онтаріо. Минає 70 років від того часу як хор Дніпро був 
зорганізований. Щоб гідно відзначити це ліття рішено 
організувати зустріч так теперішніх як і колишніх хористів в 
днях 21, 22, 23 й 24 травня ц.р. Про Вашу присутність на 
цій зустрічі просимо зголосити заздалегіть на подану вище 
адресу. 


Merinda Benoni 
of the Dene community 
of Wollaston Lake, Manitoba. 
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Help bring the bread of life — the Word 
of God — to Catholics in Canada! 


Call 1 (800) 361-1128 (toll-free) 
or (416) 934-3424 

to receive a FREE MAGAZINE about 
Mission Canada 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH EXTENSION 
SOCIETY OF CANADA 
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Ukrainian News is an independently-published newspaper which relies 
solely upon advertising, subscription and press fund donations for its 
operation. Please support our newspaper with the above sources. Thank 
you in advance for your support. 


Українські Вісті це незалежна газета, яка сама утримується 
із передплат, оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо 
підтримувати нашу газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо 
заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


What is an “alleged 
Nazi war criminal’ 


The purpose of the panel discussion held on the Denaturalization and 
Deportation policy held in Edmonton, March 5, was to inform the public 
at large about what the real issues are. The vast majority of the Canadian 
public are totally unaware of what it’s all about. They are unaware be- 
cause the government and the media, with some notable exceptions, has 
portrayed this as an “alleged Nazi war criminal issue”. This, frankly, is a 
lie. 

To be an alleged criminal of any kind, one first has to be charged with 
having individually and actively participated in a crime. Such has not been 
the case. One respondent, Wasyl Odynsky (whose case is currently before 
the court) has not even been charged. In another respondent’s case (that of 
Johann Dueck) the government withdrew its allegations at the outset of 
the trial. In yet a third (that of Helmut Oberlander) the government at- 
tempted to introduce evidence that the KGB fabricated by beating and 
torturing the “witnesses” into signing affidavits. This was thrown out by 
the judge. And in none of the six cases that have come before the courts 
(including the ones the government won) did the government provide any 
evidence that the respondent committed any individual crime. This de- 
spite the government’s own pledge, upon initiating the policy in 1995, 
that “the key criterion in all these proceedings is the existence of some 
evidence of individual criminality. If that cannot be proven, no proceed- 
ings will be considered.” 

Our Canadian judicial system is based upon the British system of jus- 
tice which has evolved over several centuries. It would be useful to com- 
pare how Canada is handling the “war criminal” issue and how Great 
Britain is. Currently in the United Kingdom a war crimes trial is under- 
way. The alleged war criminal is 77-year-old Anthony Sawoniuk. He can 
justifiably be called an alleged Nazi war criminal because he has been 
legally charged with four counts of murder of Jews in Domachevo, which 
the Nazis administered as part of Ukraine after they occupied it in 1941. 
Each count relates to a different occasion when Sawoniuk is alleged to 
have murdered a number of Jews. Sawoniuk acknowledges he was a po- 
liceman under the Nazis but denies the murder charges. Sawoniuk is be- 
ing tried under criminal procedure and its up to the jury to weigh the 
evidence and find him guilty or not. : 

But the point is that Sawoniuk has been charged with murder — not 
that he gained entry to Great Britain under “fraudulent or improper means, 
or by misrepresentation of a material fact”. He also has to be proven guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt of having committed the murders and not on a 
“balance of probabilities” that he gained entry into the country by “fraudu- 
lent or improper means, ог by misrepresentation of a material fact”. 

The government has used the term, “alleged Nazi war criminal” in a 
deliberately misleading way. As a result the public at large also views this 
as an “alleged Nazi war criminal” issue and not as the violation of the 
civil liberties of Canadian citizens issue that it really is. As a result there is 
a reluctance to get involved with this particular issue (even in our own 
community) because nobody wants to defend “alleged Nazi war crimi- 
nals”. This is precisely what the government intended in order to cover up 
their own violations of civil liberties. 

Nevertheless, we must continue to try and educate the public about what 
really ts at stake. Because once the public realizes the respondents in D & 
Dcases are not “alleged Nazi war criminals”, but innocent men, then people 
will have a much different attitude to this issue. 


Марко Левицький 
Віталій Шевченко 
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Постало два РУХи 
Який з них справжній - партійні 
низи ще не можуть збагнути 


(КБУВ)--З 7-го березня в Україні мов би 
існує два РУХи. Цього дня Вячеслав Чорновіл 
провів «свій» з'їзд, на якому було категорично 
заявлено, що попередні рішення про усунення 
його з посади лідера партії та лідера фракції 


НРУ в парламенті є незаконними, «розколь- 


ницькими». Делегати цього зібрання оголосили 
нелегітимним попередній надзвичайний партійний 
з'їзд, що відбувся тиждень раніше. 

Який з цих з'їздів є «справжнім» і, відповідно, 
який з цих двох РУХів є законним спадкоємцем 
найбільшої партії національно-демократичної 
орієнтації - в цьому ще не можуть розібратися 
не лише пересічні громадяни, а й більшість 
партійців. 

Події в партії відносять до найбільших полі- 
тичних скандалів року. Справді, такого в Україні 
ще не було. Розкол у партіях - діло звичне, 
цим не здивуєш нікого, адже віджила й примовка 
про українців: де два гетьмани там три партії. 
Але досі партії розпадалися раптово й остаточно, 
і чергові «розлучення», як правило, вже через 
кілька днів нікого не цікавили. З РУХом сталося 
інакше. Протягом півмісяця процес боротьби 
двох керівних партійних штабів, що мобілізували 
сотні й тисячі прихильників, протікав на очах 
усієї країни. В цю боротьбу було втягнуто най- 
впливовіші засоби масової інформації та дезін- 
формації. Посипалися навіть роз'яснення Мініс- 
терства юстиції та коментарі Президента. Подіями 
в НРУ зацікавилися навіть ті, у кого давно 
виробиласа алергія на будь-яку політику. 

Нагадаємо читачам «вихідні позиції» цього 
конфлікту. Проти незмінного лідера РУХу В. 
Чорновола виступила більшість партійної фракції 
в парламенті, більшість Центрального Проводу 
та його Президії, відвернувся від нього й 
Секретаріят РУХу. Лідер називав це «бунтом 
партійної номенклатури, що відірвалася від 
партії». Він настирливо переконував партійні 
«низи»: це спроба «приватизувати» популярну 
партію, за якою стоять недоброзичливці «збоку». 
Ї на цю провокацію, спрямовану на розкол 
найбільшої державницької сили в переддень 
президентських виборів, кинуто величезні гроші. 

Усе це, так би мовити, загальне «емоційне» 
тло конфлікту. А формально-правовий бік справи 
такий. 

«Бунтівникам» вдалося протягом тижня скли- 
кати 10-i позачергові Всеукраїнські Збори НРУ, 
що відбулися 28 лютого. Це перетормосило всі 
крайові організації партії, бо велося затяте 
змагання за кожну область - проведуть там 
конференції і висунуть делегатів чи проігнорують 
рішення Центрального Проводу, перейшовши в 
захист Чорновола. Перемогла «опозиція»: у 17 
з 26 крайових організацій було витирмано всі 
процедурні вимоги, а загалом на з'їзд прибули 
делегати з 25 організацій. Кворум представництва 
- понад 90 відсотків. 

Вагомості з'їзду додали й знамениті гості, 
включно з першим Президентом JI. Кравчуком, 
який назвав В. Чорновола видатною особистістю 
в українській історії, але хитро зауважив: «Якщо 
вже не співаєш басом, то хоч басом дивись». 
Категоричнішим був заступник голови партії, 
відомий економіст В. Черняк: «Тяжко переступати 
через Чорновола. Але якщо Народний Рух спіт- 
кнувся од Чорновола, то треба переступити i 
продовжити рух. Ми віддаємо належне Вячеславу 
Максимовичу - він знамено національно- 
визвольної боротьби. Він записав своє ім'я 


Віталій 
Шевченко 
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Народний 
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золотими літерами на скрижалях історії України. 
Але якщо вже записав - то відійди і дай 
можливість записати іншим...». 

Позачерговий з'їзд підтримав рішення Цент- 
рального Проводу щодо відставки В. Чорновола 
і обрав новим лідером екс-міністра довкілля та 
ядерної безпеки Юрія Костенка. Його заступники 
- Богдан Бойко, Їван Заєць, Володимир Черняк. 

А через тиждень, 7 березня, достроково відбувся 
другий етап 9-х Всеукраїнських Зборів НРУ, 
скликаних у сумніваний спосіб - за ініціятивою 
13 голів крайових організацій. Пройшов він людно 
й мітингово, з гаслами та запальними промовами 
на підтримку лідера національно-демократичного 
руху В. Чорновола. Повноваження голови РУХу 
було підтверджено під бурхливі овації. За 
урочистістю цього дійства, яке зібрало не менше 
телекамер, ніж на попередньому з'їзді «розколь- 
ників», лишилося непоміченим повідомлення 
агенції «РУХ-прес» про те, що «з 811 делегатів 
Дев'ятих Зборів РУХу близько 420 написали 
заяви про відмову брати участь у зібранні 7 
березня, оскільки його не скликав жоден керівний 
орган РУХу» та що В. Коваль (одна з найдо- 
віреніших осіб Чорновола) був змушений констаї" "| 
тувати у своєму виступі: навіть «за галочками» 
(під час реєстрації делегати не розписувалися) 
було визнано повноваження 529 делегатів, тобто 
значно менше необхідних двох третин. А В. 
Чорновіл додав, що в багатьох областях «обрано - 
нових делегатів» і багато рухівців «уже не є 
делегатами». До всього цього варто додати, що 
декого з делегатів не впустили до приміщення, а 
голову мандатної комісії з'їзду, який намагався 
взяти слово, охорона вивела їз залі... 

У переддень свого з'їзду В. Чорновіл зареєс- 
трував у Верховній Раді нову депутатську фракцію 
під назвою «Народний РУХ України - перший» 
(16 осіб на противагу 31 депутатові, які зали- 
шилися в фракції «звичайного» РУХу. Тепер 
ось ніби є вже й дві партії під назвою РУХ. 

Оскільки жодна з них не додала до свого 
найменування слово «перший» чи щось подібне, 
а претендує на спадкоємність, рано чи пізно 
конфлікт цей розрубуватимуть правники. Поки 
що ж ітиме змагання за перехоплення партійних 
осередків. Причому, кожна із сторін робитиме 
це по-різному: «оновлений» РУХ Ю. Костенка 
- спираючись на партійний Статут та на 
відрегульовані структури, що містяться в новому 
центральному 4-поверховому будинку НРУ по 
вулиці Олеся Гончара в столиці; РУХ В. 
Чорновола - тримається за харизму лідера і 
сподівається на підтримку з боку влади (оскільки 
Президентові i Прем'єру з Вячеславом Макси- 
мовичем працювалося легше). 


Українська столиця скоро матиме 
мера, обраного всім містом 


(КБУВ) Після тривалих вагань Верховна Рада 
України зрештою призначила дату проведення 
виборів міського голови Києва - 30 травня. 
Прихильники ідеї проведення столичних виборів 
восени, одночасно з виборами Президента, 
опинилися в меншості. 

Цим самим вичерпано довголітні суперечники 
щодо здійснення самоврядування в Києві після 
ухвалення Конституції, де формування влади в 
Києві та Севастополі - містах загальнодер-- 
жавного значення - не було детально регламен- 
товане. Доводилося навіть втручатися Консти- 


туційному Суду та експертам Ради Європи. Відмі- 
нилися вже призначені вибори. 

Дуже важко народжувався закон про столицю, 
що мав «розписати» процедуру появи мера. i 
ось, зрештою, поставлено останню крапку — 
визначено дату прямих виборів. 

Згідно з соціологічними опитуваннями, шанси 
бути обраним у всіх кандидатів на цю посаду, 
хто заявляв про намір балотуватися, значно нижчі 
за шанси нинішнього голови - призначеного ще 
Л. Кучмою Олександра Омельченка. 
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Chrétien’s visit to Ukraine: 
Further considerations 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 
President, UsCAN Ukraine Canada Relations Inc. 

Nearly a decade after recognizing Ukraine, Prime 
Minister Chrétien is back from the first ever visit of a 
Canadian PM. What were the issues; and what needs 
doing now? 

eThe IMF Loan 

The PM agreed to intercede with the IMF on behalf 
of Ukraine. The West’s history with Ukraine demands 
this move. For years after independence the West with- 
held assistance to Ukraine until it gave up its nuclear 
arsenal. Simultaneously, “Soviet experts” hectored 
Ukraine for shedding Russia’s influence: President 
Bushes “Chicken Kyiv speech was a scandal, but 
Canada’s, then, Foreign Affairs Minister Barbara 
MacDougal was of the same mind-set. 

As punishment, the politically independent Ukraine, 
the economic engine of the Soviet empire, was denied 
crucial investments and loans to make it economically 
independent too. Incredulously, the real nuclear threat, 
Russia, was receiving billions. 

These double standard played havoc in Ukraine’s 
economic transition setting it on a tortuous course of 
rejecting Russia’s without having acceptance from the 
West. This sowed havoc, fertile ground for a Commu- 
nist comeback. Also, it prevented the West from аг- 
ticulating a new agenda for a very different era. The 
leading exception was former US National Security 
Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski. He continues to hold the 
view that Ukraine is a potential economic giant and a 
bulwark against Russia’s chaos. 

The ensuing poverty and corruption in Ukraine are, 
in part, the consequence of delayed Western interven- 
tions. To be fair, Ukraine’s predicament is also the func- 
tion of its Communist past. The Prime Minister did well 
to intervene on Ukraine’s behalf at the IMF. Ukraine 
needs the loan. But the money must go to economic 
development and wealth creation in Ukraine, not into 

_ private pockets or foreign bank accounts. Minister 
Sergio Marchi’s five reform points are a good start for 
anew “tough love” West oriented paradigm for Ukraine. 

sNATO 

The PM indicated that it would be difficult for 


Ukraine,to, join NATO in in. thenear, future: Russia would... 


be miffed. This, shortly after expressing the West’s 
graye concern regarding Ukraine’s possible return to 
Communism. More Western double-standards and con- 
tradictions. 5 

The West’s influence in Ukraine is directly ргорог- 
tioned to its participation in Western international fo- 
rums. Here, Russia’s displeasure is but a longing for 
an era long gone. Russia sympathizers must not win 
this argument. Whose interests does it serve to have 


(JF Monitor)—On March 3, the private Ukrainian 
television channel STV appealed on the air to Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma and the parliament to defend 
its journalists, citing several recent events involving 
its employees. 

In the morning of March 3, unknown assailants broke 
into the apartment of STV legal department head, 
Dmytro Dakhno. Threatening Dakhno and his wife with 
knife and clubs, the assailants turned the apartment 
upside down, but did not take any valuables. 

On March 1, an unexplained fire broke in the base- 
ment under the apartment of STV director, Mykola 
Knyazhytsky. The fire inflicted material damage, but 
Knyazhytsky was not injured. 

Earlier, Knyazhytsky’s assistant, former officer of 
special services, Oleksandr Deyneko, had reportedly 
wamed Knyazhytsky that his phones were tapped and 
he was shadowed by unknown persons, and prom- 
ised to investigate. On Feb. 23, Deyneko was gunned 
down on his doorstep. 

Dakhno and Knyazhytsky suggested that the inci- 
dents were connected in an earlier STV report, which 

apparently traced ties between Ukrainian Credit Bank 
and one of Kyiv’s criminal gangs. STV also suggested 
that it stood in the way of “certain oligarchs’ close 
to the seat of power. No names were given, but the 
report was accompanied by a video showing parlia- 
ment deputy Oleksandr Volkov, President Kuchma’s 
long-time close adviser and owner of Hravis TV. 

Also on March 3, independent MPs Hryhoriy 
Omelchenko and Anatoliy Yermak initiated the par- 
liamentary appeal for the Prosecutor General’s Of- 
fice to intervene into the events surrounding STV. 


LARD NAY ROG MOU сор 


Scandals erupt around Ukrainian television. 


Ukraine i in unstable Russia's camp? Ukraine is iS a SOV- 
ereign state. It should decide what it wants to join, and 
when. 

«Trade 

In 1998 Canada’s import/export from Ukraine was 
about one hundred million. Both countries wish to do 
better. Canada considers Ukraine a difficult place to 
do business citing distance, language, bad business cli- 
mate. After initial high expectations, Ukraine views 
Canada as too focused on sales rather than strategic 
partnering, and ignorant of potential opportunities. 
Putting views aside, trade is imperative to the well- 
being of Ukraine and a key ingredient to strong inter- 
national ties. 

There is need for greater effort in the Canadian bu- 
reaucracy, by exporters and manufactures, to mount a 
concerted partnership and market development strat- 
egy. Given its sectoral compatibility with Canada and 
its prodigious needs, Ukraine is fertile ground for count- 
less joint ventures. 

-Poland 

Ukraine needs friends like Poland but the Prime 
Minister’s statement about joint efforts towards Ukraine 
need explanation. Does he mean redirection of techni- 
cal assistance funds, initially targeted for Poland to 
Ukraine? That would be welcome. 

A word of caution, however. Following World War 
1, a council of western ambassadors placed Western 
Ukraine under Poland’s guidance. The results were dev- 
astating. The Poles embarked on Polonizing the coun- 
tryside. Thousands died in the resistance that lasted well 
beyond World War 2. 

-Conclusions 

Ukraine is at a tenuous historic juncture. Leaving it 
to the mercy of former historic tendencies could be 
tragic. Ukraine needs to find its own way between the 
new West and old East. Friends, like Canada, can help. 
To this end Canada might take the lead among Western 


powers in developing a winning strategy for Ukraine. 


The agenda: 


* Mount an international conference on the strategic 


TEN 


‘impértance of Ukraine with a‘ ‘get-going” plan; 
« Implement a “most favoured nation” status using 
“best practices” elements from other bilateral models; 
e Appoint a senior roving ambassador to assure in- 
ternational participation and agenda implementation. 
This is the least we can do: Canada’s Ukrainian di- 
mension, Ukraine’s strategic importance and the po- 
tential benefits for Canada demand it. And the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress should ensure that it happens. 


Earlier, Omelchenko, a former highly placed offi- 
cial in the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU), had 
accused Volkov. of money-laundering Belgian ac- 
counts. Omelchenko’s independent investigation was 
instrumental in indicting former Premier Pavlo 
Lazarenko for embezzlement and money-laundering. 

Knyazhytsky, who founded STV, became president 
of the State Television Company of Ukraine (STCU) 
last fall. He was fired by Kuchma in November for 
reasons relating to company personnel policy. 
Knyazhytsky then claimed that the real reason be- 
hind his dismissal was his request for a business au- 
dit of the company. Knyazhytsky accused state TV 
bosses of siphoning advertisement money from the 
1st National Channel to Hravis. Deyneko had report- 
edly been involved in checking STCU activities. 

A scandal apparently involving Volkov is also de- 
veloping around another private channel, ICTV. A 
weekly news analysis program by independent pro- 
ducer Mykola Kanishevsky was unexpectedly with- 
held from broadcast on Feb. 28. In a newspaper in- 
terview, Kanishevsky said the program was axed 
because "а new boss came to the channel.” Не іп- 
sinuated that Volkov was that executive. Volkov, 
when reached for comment, denied any involvement. 
Under Ukrainian law, a parliamentary deputy may 
not be involved in any commercial activities. 

The developments around Volkov may seriously 
affect the presidential campaign in casting a shadow 
on Kuchma, who is now busy building his image as 
a fighter against corruption. Volkov, one of the orga- 
nizers of Kuchma’s successful campaign in 1994, has 
been widely expected to help him again. 
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Rada considering 
new media laws 


By Lily Hyde 

(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian parliament is considering the adoption 
of new media laws this month. The debate comes amid complaints by 
deputies about the extent of foreign influence in Ukraine’s media, the 
overall poor quality of television programming in the country, and 
the predominance of Russian-language programs and publications. 

Parliament on Feb. 16 adopted a resolution calling for a national 
media policy and laws that would give tax breaks to local media and 
limit the presence of foreigners in the broadcasting and publication 
markets. 

The resolution followed a parliament address Feb. 9 by Ukraine’s 
first deputy information minister, Oleh Bai, who complained about 
what he called the political and cultural expansion of other countries 
into Ukraine. 

According to Vasil Ivanina— executive secretary of the parliament’s 
Committee for Freedom of Speech and Information — the adopted 
resolution calls for a ban on television programs filled with sex and 
violence. It also suggests an investigation into the possible psycho- 
logical harm done to viewers by watching such programs. 

Ivanina would not elaborate on the details of the new media laws 
being considered. He would only say they involve tax breaks for lo- 
cal media on paper and printing costs, as well as some form of moni-.. 
toring to prevent what he called-“filth” on the airwaves. ; 

Ivanina said пе аїзо believes the present law restricting foreign own- 
ership of Ukrainian TV channels to 30 percent is inadequate. But he 
promised foreign media investment will not be curtailed. 

Ivanina recently told RFE/RL that “we aren’t preparing to limit 
anyone, but we are preserving the state interests.” 

“These foreign firms bring in wonderful equipment, and look at 
the horrible films they show. I think no other country would want to 
watch them. Blood, racing, murder, pornography, sex — that’s all we 
see on the screen. I want to see good films, like ‘Gone With the Wind,” 
but, of course, good films cost more.” 

Hennadiy Potchtar — a director at IREX ProMedia, a support cen- 
tre for journalists and broadcast professionals — says he is unim- 
pressed by proposals being made by the parliamentary committee. 
He believes they are too vague and too numerous. : 

Potchtar says the proposals look “ridiculous” and show the (RIES 
nents “do not haye any idea what to do.” He defends. Ukraine’ "з for- і 
eign- -owned private channels. He says “from the consumers’ ” point of. 
view, the quality: on private channels is much higher than on govern- 
ment TV.” 

The resolution adopted by parliament also requires Ukrainian Presi-- 
dent Leonid Kuchma to appoint an information minister. Kuchma’s 
government, however, has been calling for the ministry’s dissolution. 

Fourteen editors from major Ukrainian newspapers met with 
Kuchma recently. They suggested that the Information Ministry — 
which grants publication and broadcasting licenses — be expanded 
instead of dissolved. 

They suggested its name be changed to the Information Policy 
Ministry and that it offer legal support to the media and work on 
developing a national media policy. 

Ivanina suggests the Information Ministry act as a monitor, ensur- 
ing the media stays within the limits defined by such a national media 
policy. 

“But nevertheless, someone should monitor these films. A Minis- 
try of Information is, of course, nonsense in a civilized country, But 
maybe at this lével, the ministry could fulfill this monitors’ role.” 
Ivanina also suggests the powers of the National Council of Televi- 
sion and Radio Broadcasting should be widened to not only grant 
broadcasting licenses but also to revoke them if license holders vio- 
late broadcasting laws. 

In an interview with the Interfax news agency, the first deputy chair- 
man of the broadcasting council — Mykola Slobodian — invited view- 
ers and listeners'in Ukraine to report broadcasts filled with “violence, 
cruelty and sexual immorality.” The council is also asking TV and 
radio broadcasters to replace such offensive material with national 
films and music. 

The predominance of Russian-language programs and publications 
in Ukraine has also come under attack. In his address to parliament, 
Bai deplored the predominance of Russian-language media. He said 
more than 60 percent of Ukraine’s broadcasts or publications are in 
the Russian language. 

Vasyl Horabets — head of the Information Ministry’s mass media 
department — says there are 54 Russian-language publications for 
every native Russian speaker in Ukraine, while there are only seven 
such publications in Ukrainian for each native Ukrainian speaker, He 
called these statistics “horrible.” 

Ivanina said the parliament’s Committee for Freedom of Speech 
and Information has not taken a position on the use of Russian or 
Ukrainian languages in the media. He said the real is not what 
languages are being broadcast. He said: “We're talking about the fact 
that we get the worst.” 
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World Bank confident 
Rada will agree to loans 


By Robert Lyle 

(RFE/RL)—World Bank officials say they are confident that 
Ukraine’s parliament will reverse itself and ratify agreements on two 
major loans with the World Bank. 

The bank’s country director for Belarus and Ukraine, Paul 
Siegelbaum, says the two loans — one to buy a new computer system 
for the Ukrainian Treasury department, the other to modernize Kyiv’s 
district heating system — were rejected by the Rada because the loan 
approval measures got caught up in the heated political fight over 
whether Kyiv should join the CIS parliament. 

The parliament voted to make that move and to override a vetoed 
bill on Ukrainian elections, two controversial measures that pushed a 
number of items on the parliament’s agenda into the abyss. 

The World Bank’s Siegelbaum, in an interview with our econom- 
ics correspondent in Washington, said the bank’s loans to Kyiv got 
“hit by flying elbows” in bitter political fights which had nothing to 
do with the World Bank or it’s programs with Ukraine. 

«І don’t think that the parliament in Ukraine is fundamentally a 
body in opposition to the types of things the World Bank and the 
EBRD (European Bank for Reconstruction and Development) wants 
to do. In the past, they haven’t been our enemies. There is no reason 
to believe they are now.” 

Siegelbaum said that while it is not normal for national parliaments 
to reject World Bank programs, it has happened before, including 
among nations that were once part of the ex-USSR. 

Now, however, Siegelbaum says he is confident that when those 
two loans — and two others — are represented to the Rada, they will 
be approved. 

“The total volume of potential lending under those operations is 
around $600 million. Some of them will be taken up quickly, includ- 
ing the treasury systems project that involves computer equipment to 
improve the freasury process, and another loan to improve the district 
heating system in Kyiv. Others are going to be taken up in а slightly, 
more extended schedule, including a loan to accelerate the closure of 
coal mines, and some other things.” 

More importantly, says Siegelbaum, clearing the way for these loans 
could open up what has been a log-jam at the World Bank in dealing 
with Ukraine. 

“We told the Ukrainians that if we could put this problem behind 
us, we can now begin to accelerate the preparation of a whole bunch 
of other loans —7 or 8 of them — which are at various stages of our 
processing, but which we’ve had to hold up because we couldn’t rush 
ahead knowing ‘the wall’ was there. Because it would make no sense 
to continue to present loans to the parliament when it was in the mood 
to reject them.” : 

Siegelbaum says even as the parliament was rejecting the two loans, 
it did manage — on a second try — to accept a $22 million grant 
from the bank to finance the modernization of plants that use ozone- 
depleting substances. That was a real embarrassment for Ukrainian 
officials, says Siegelbaum, because it is an outright grant and will 
cost Kyiv nothing. 5 

Siegelbaum says while the loans are extremely important to Ukraine, 
the help with reforms that goes along with the money is actually far 
more significant. 

“The money’s the least important part of these loans, it’s the re- 
form. Every one of these loans reforms a different part. Whether it’s 
the water system in Odesa or some district heating system in another 
city. or insulating government buildings for energy efficiency, those 
reforms are going to create value for Ukraine far in excess of the 
dollars involved in the loan.” 

Siegelbaum adds that he would “love it” if he could give the ге- 
forms without the money because, he explains, Ukraine would have a 
“healthier economy that wasn’t in debt to the World Bank.” But since 
that won’t work, he says, it’s best that Ukraine borrow the money and 
get the reform help, in effect, thrown in for free. 


Canadian support to continue 

(Eastern Economist)—Canadian Deputy Finance Minister Joy Cain 
said Feb. 25 during her meeting with Ukrainian Ambassador to Canada 
Volodymyr Khandohiy, “Canada will continue to support Ukraine in 
its relations with international financial institutions over questions 
related to receiving financial aid.”” Khandohiy updated Cain on the 
general economic situation in Ukraine, the progress of economic re- 
forms, and the issues surrounding the 1999 state budget. 


Millennium bug irrelevant 


(RFE/RL)—Oleksandr Parkhomenko, head of the Enerhoatom state 
nuclear agency, has said the equipment at Ukraine’s nuclear power 
plants is so obsolete that it cannot be affected by the so-called millen- 
nium bug. “Fortunately, our nuclear energy sector is not fully com- 
puterized, and problems existing in the West are not relevant for us,” 
Reuters quoted Parkhomenko as saying. 


Flooding in Luhansk 

(Eastern Economist)—The arrival of Spring and the sudden increase 
in temperature has lead to sharp rises in water levels of up to 1 meter 
in Luhansk region rivers and caused the flooding of more than 1500 
houses in the region. Weather forecasts predict that the temperature 
will remain above zero till March 10. 
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Fight against corruption 
calls for global cooperation 


By Robert Lyle 

(RFE/RL)—When U.S. Vice President Al Gore 
opened his global conference on fighting corruption 
among government officials last month in Washing- 
ton, he emphasized that every nation must work with 
every other nation to fight corruption wherever it is in 
the world. 

That challenge was thrown back at American offi- 
cials on Feb. 25 by the head of Ukraine’s Presidential 
Commission on fighting corruption, Vasyl Durdynets. 

Durdynets, who is also Director of Ukraine’s Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation, said that as part of Kyiv’s 
campaign of “rooting out’ highly placed corrupt offi- 
cials, it had charged former prime minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko, but that he had fled before he could be ar- 
rested. 

Lazarenko is now in custody in the U.S. where he 
has asked for political asylum. Ukraine, however, has 
demanded that he be extradited immediately to face 
charges of official corruption. 

Gore wasn’t in the conference session when he spoke, 
but Durdynets took the opportunity to raise the 
Lazarenko case as a prime example of global coopera- 
tion. 

Durdynets said the people of Ukraine are following 
with great interest the extradition requests against 
Lazarenko and his accomplices. This case will become 
a test of the efficacy of international cooperation in the 
war on corruption, he said, especially since there are 
more investigations under way in Ukraine of highly 
placed officials and parliamentary deputies. 

Like a number of other top officials at the confer- 
ence, Durdynets said there is a real need for deepening 
and expanding cooperation among nations. Durdynets 
underscored how very important it is to have interna- 


(UkrNews)—Former Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Pavlo Lazarenko says he has received a favourable 
initial hearing from the U.S. Immigration and Natu- 
ralization Service (INS) regarding his appeal for po- 
litical asylum. 

"І have been informed by the U.S. Immigration 
and Naturalization Service that there is a significant 
possibility that I can establish eligibility for political 
asylum in the United States. After my initial hear- 
ing, the INS has determined that my fear of persecu- 
tion or harm in Ukraine is credible, thus beginning 
the process of more review and hearings on my situ- 
ation. Also, my forcible return to Ukraine may be 
prevented under the International Convention Against 
Torture,” he said in a statement issued by his lawyer 
in Washington, D.C, March 4. 

INS spokesman Russ Bergeron refused to either 
confirm or deny Lazarenko’s version of his asylum 
application, saying his department did not comment 
on specific cases. 

Lazarenko, who fled Ukraine just before the Su- 


Lazarenko’s 


_Lazarenko optimistic. about. 
getting asylum in U.S. 


tional engagement on blocking the ability of criminals 
to launder illegal funds through offshore accounts, by 
Opening accounts in foreign banks and by fleeing pros-. 
ecution by traveling abroad. A criminal must be made 
to feel that there is no safe haven for him in the inter- 
national arena, said Durdynets. This is not theory, it is 
practical reality. 

The Ukrainian official said his country has only taken 
its first steps down the road to successfully attacking 
official corruption, but that it is moving in the right 
direction. He noted that between 1995 and 1998, the 
number of bribery cases discovered increased by 32 
percent and the number of criminal cases rose by 25 
percent. 

He also noted that in the past three years, 20,000 
workers from the Ministry of Internal Affairs alone were 
dismissed for violating ethical standards or laws. At 
the same time, Ukraine is implementing measures to 
reduce the possibility of corruption among police and 
other law enforcement personnel, he said, including 
such things as a system of rotation for the highest ley- 
els of law enforcement. 

U.S. Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder told the 
conference that corruption in judicial and law enforce- 
ment systems threatens the ability of the global com- 
munity to respond to the growing threat of international 
crime. 

Holder said with the growth of international drug traf- 
ficking, computer crime and terrorism, it is more es- 
sential than ever for law enforcement agencies around 
the world to share information and work together. But 
where there is a perception that law enforcement or 
judicial officials in a country are corrupt and untrust- 
worthy, there can be no effective international coop- 
eration. 


preme Council lifted: his immunity, Feb. 17, was аг- 
rested by U.S. immigration authorities Feb. 20 at New’ 
York’s Kennedy Airport. 

Lazarenko was attempting to enter the United 
States on an Argentine visa which was found to be 
fraudulent. Ukraine promptly applied to the United 
States to extradite Lazarenko on the basis of the le- 
gal-assistance agreement between the two countries. 

Lazarenko is wanted in both Ukraine and Switzer- 
land on charges of large-scale embezzlement of state 
funds and money-laundering. 

The INS interviewed Lazarenko on Feb. 24. 

Lazarenko says he has asked for political asylum 
in the U.S. because he fears persecution on the part 
of President Leonid Kuchma if he returns to Ukraine, 
where he is charged with corruption. 

«І am a victim of political persecution by the Соу- 
ernment of President Leonid Kuchma.,” he said in his 
March 4 statement. “Criminal investigations in Ukraine 
and Switzerland are part of a systematic, politically 
motivated plot to repress opposition,” he said. 


faction splits 


Tymoshenko group to cooperate with government 


(JF Monitor)—It looks as if the fugitive Ukrainian 
former Premier Pavlo Lazarenko, now seeking asylum in 
the United States, is rapidly losing his supporters at home 
— a sure sign of his political career nearing its end. 

On March 4, Lazarenko’s alleged main partner in 
the shadow deals on the Ukrainian gas market in 1995- 
1997, Yulia Tymoshenko, announced the creation of a 
new faction in parliament called Batkivshchyna (Fa- 
therland), which she chairs. Twenty-two of its 23 mem- 
bers are defectors from Lazarenko’s Hromada faction. 
These defectors include the founder of the Hromada 
party, Oleksandr Тигспупоу, and a former ambassador 
to the United States, Oleh Bilorus. 


Tymoshenko said that Fatherland will cooperate with 
the government — another small victory for President 
Leonid Kuchma. Hromada, in serving Lazarenko’s in- 
terests as a potential presidential candidate, has bitterly 
opposed the government and allied itself strategically 
with the “red” factions. Tymoshenko has called on the 
remaining 23 Lazarenko supporters to join Fatherland. 
If they were to do so, Lazarenko would have no fac- 
tion support in parliament and the faction itself would 
officially either quietly die or be absorbed by 
Tymoshenko. In January, Tymoshenko and Тигспупоу 
resigned as deputy heads of the Hromada party, which 
was then firmly under:Lazarenko’s command: 
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The Crafts Fair at Yarmarok 99 


Over 3,000 attend "Уагтагок 99” 


Dance, song, craft fair and petting zoo among features of bazaar 


(UkrNews)—Well over 3,000 people attended the 
“Yarmarok 99” pre-Easter bazaar at the Ukrainian 
Youth Unity Centre in Edmonton, March 6-7. 

“We are very pleased. The whole point of this is to 
showcase Ukrainian culture,” said Larissa Podilsky, one 
of the organizers. 

Paid attendance was 2,000, but children were allowed 
in free. And most people who came, brought their chil- 
dren with them, added Podilsky. 

“Our whole aim is to make it a family affair and in 
that sense it was a great success,” she said. 

“Yarmarok” is a bazaar, a fair, and a carnival all 
wrapped up into one package of entertainment with a 
special Ukrainian flavour. 

The "Уагтагок" Craft Fair included over 30 booths 
of exhibitors who displayed and sold their arts and 
crafts. Ukrainian traditional baked goods were also for 
sale at the Bake Sale, including Easter breads as well 
as old favorites. 

A total of 16 groups performed on the Entertainment 
Stage of Ukrainian song and dance held continously 
throughout the two-day event. These included: Shumak 
School of Dance, Holy Cross Zorianka Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble, Mahia Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
Ardrossan Yatran Ukrainian Dance Association, 
Koperoush School of Ukrainian Dance, Verkhovyna 
School of Ukrainian Dance, St. Nicholas Mandolin 
Ensemble, Redwater Zorya Dancers, Veetretz School 
Ukrainian Dance Association, the “Silence” Band, 
Trembita Folk Ensemble, Edmonton Yatran Dancers, 
Gibbons Vaselli Ukrainian Dancers, Cheremshyna, 
Chumak I, and Chumak II Ukrainian Dancers. 

There also were cultural displays from various orga- 
nizations. For the children, fun and prizes awaited them 
in the Penny Carnival. They also had the opportunity 
to pet a real miniature horse and other animals at the 


“Our whole aim is to 


make it a family affair 
and in that sense it 


was a great success.” 
Larissa Podilsky 


“Thistle Farm” indoor Petting Zoo. 

- The family fair was organized as a fundraiser for 
Edmonton’s Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song & Dance 
Ensemble, which is preparing a to tour Brazil this year. 

The Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song & Dance Ensemble, 
of the Ukrainian Youth Association, is one of the most 
unique Ukrainian cultural ensembles in Western 
Canada. Comprised of the Verkhovyna Choir and Dunai 
Dancers, the group has been entertaining audiences 
throughout North America for 40 years. It is the syn- 
ergy of singers and dancers performing together that 
allows The Ensemble to stage both innovative and en- 
tertaining performances. 

Starting in June of 1999 The Ensemble will be 
launching its most ambitious project to date — a tour 
to Brazil! The group will be performing throughout the 
state of Parana, an area of Brazil that has a sizable 
Ukrainian population and will be “Extending our 
Roots” meeting with and performing for audiences in 
rural as well as larger centres. Prior to departure for 
Brazil, The Ensemble will be touring locally in Alberta 
and upon return from Brazil, will stage a gala perfor- 
mance at Edmonton’s Jubilee Auditorium on Sept. 25 
in a climactic conclusion. 
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SERVING YOU ЗІМІСЕ 1970 


| 13344 - 97 Street, 
Р Edmonton, АВ T5E 4С9 


Bus: (780) 476-8651 Fax: (780) 475-5522 


Ukrainian Women's Organization of Canada 
Opranisauia Українок Канади 
10629 - 98 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, TSH 2М6. РП.; 422-5246 


presents 
EGGSTRAVAGANZA-PYSANKA EXHIBIT 


a unique & colorfull display featuring over 500 pysanky (Easter eggs) 
Mr. Chester Kuc's Collection 


March 19 - 20 - 21, '99 
UNF Hall, 10629 - 98 Street 
OFFICIAL OPENING - Friday, March 19th 7:00 p.m. 


by Ms. Anna Wach, Editor of the Ukrainian Women's World Magazine 


Saturday & Sunday March 20-21, from 12 to 4 pm 
Exibit Display #Pysanka Writing Workshop #Easter Baking 


Hot Lunch available: borsch and pyrohy 
For further information call: 474-3352 or 452-0781 


CANIMPEX INC. 


Now Available in Edmonton. 


Ukrainian Dance Boots’ red/black 124.99 
Character Shoes red/black 54.99 
Lace-Up Boots 69.99 


Plakhta 60.90 metre 
Imported from Ukraine 


Write: P.O. Box 58035 or Call: Anatole or Alona 
Edmonton, AB Nykolyshyn 
T5L 474 Ph: (780) 458-8642 
Fax: same as phone number 


Mine managers fired 
for corruption 


(RFE/RL)—Deputy Coal Industry Minister Volodymyr Novikov 
said on March 3 that "аї least” 41 coal industry executives have 
been fired on corruption charges, AP reported. 

He cited such offenses as embezzlement of state property and mis- 
handling of budget funds. 

He added that some senior executives have used miners to build 
private houses and have sent their children to colleges or health re- 
sorts at the expense of coal enterprises. 

Deputy Prosecutor-General Olha Kolinko said the reported cor- 
ruption cases constitute “less than one-tenth of the iceberg of abuses” 
in the coal industry. 

Mykhaylo Volynets, head of the Independent Miners’ Union, com- 
mented that the current anti-corruption campaign was prompted by 
the approaching presidential elections. 

President Leonid Kuchma’s administration, according to Volynets, 
is creating an “outward appearance of fighting against corruption 
and organized crime.” 


The Spirit of Ukraine 


| Explodes in the richness of Virsk 
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Price in Canada: 
GST 


$29.95 (Cnd) 
$2.10 

S. & Н. _ $2.50 

Total Price: $34.55 

Price in the USA: $19.95 (US) 


S. & H. $2.50 
Total Price: $22.45 


Please cheques be payable 
to Ukrainian News 
and send to UN address: 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Ave. 
Edmonton, АВ T5M 1Y9 


День Героїнь 
України в Віндзорі 


Люба Косак 

Під наголосом «Жінка в боротьбі за волю України», три 
жіночі організації: Організація Українок Канади ім. Ольги 
Басараб, Ліга Українок Канади, і Ліга Українських Католицьких 
Жінок, в неділю, 7 лютого 1999 р. в УКЦеркві свв. 
Володимира і Ольги у Віндзорі почали відправою Служби 
Божої і Панахиди, яку відправив о. Митрат Евген Галицький. 
Він також висловив дуже патріотичну промову згадуючи 
посвяту української жінки в боротьбі за волю України. 
Членкині жіночих організацій вийшли з прапорами, всі святочно 
повбирані у вишиваних блюзках. З прапорами стояли: від 
ОУК - Люба Косак, Оксана Пікуш, від ЛУК - Анастазія 
Влох, від ЛУКЖК - Оля Панчук і Соня Довжицька. По 
відправах в церкві, парохіяни були запрошені до церковної 
залі на каву і солодке. Ввесь прихід з кави вислано до 
Централі КУК на оборону денатуралізації і депортації 
канадських громадян в сумі $233.70. 

Заля була святочно прибрана. Один стіл був призначений 
в пам'ять поляглих Героїнь. Стіл був вбраний квітами, поемою 
«Про смерть 500-т», яку написав Петро Кузик в англійській 
мові, знимками та написами про жінок Героїнь, таких як сл. 
п. Ольга Басараб, Віра Бабенко, Ірина Климкевич, д-р 
"Христина Шушко, Одарка Гусяк, Надія Світлична, Марія 
Скубова, д-р Анна Ганкевич-Харкова і Оксана Попович. 

Це лише представники тисячі Героїнь знаних і не знаних, 
які віддали своє молоде життя за віру і боротьбу, щоб 
Україна стала незалежною соборною державою. 

Палаючі свічки, які світились в їхню пам'ять були доказом 
нашої пошани, і ознака, що ми ніколи незабудемо їхню 
посвяту. 

Вічна їм Пам'ять! 


THE UKRAINIAN HOUR 
With Robert J. Tomkins 


IN EDMONTON 
The Robert J. Tomkins 
Ukrainian Hour. Begins, 
this Sunday at 9 p.m. 
оп 790 СЕСУУ 


The Robert J. Tomkins 
Ukrainian Hour is now 
in Winnipeg. __ 
‘Heard Saturdays 
from 5-6 p.m. 


LAWYERS 
АДВОКАТИ 


Вгода & Company 

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
lhor Broda 
Lidia Broda 

#103 -15333 Castle Downs Rd DENTURIST 


. Edmonton, АВФТ5Х 3Y7 13562 - 97 Street 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 | Ph.: (780) 475-0011 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #211, pm уран Trail S.W. Calgary, АВ. 

І.: (403) 640-1199 


ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta ТУ. 283 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


ОЕМТІ5Т5-ДЕНТИСТИ 


Dr. С. Fialka-Eshenko 
& Dr. Iris Kuc 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB Т5Н 013 


(780) 420-1510 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


ELOe DEE но YEpOINCOROMY " 


DENTURISTS 
ЗУБНІ ТЕХНІКИ 


CHEKERDA'S 
Denture Clinic Ltd. 
Rosslyn Shopping Centre 


Edmonton 
M. CHEKERDA 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST -- 
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Диригент Львівської 
Опери вдруге в Канаді 


Оксана Бризгун-Соколик 

З приємністю чекали ми на другий концерт 
диригента Львівської Опери і Балету Мирона 
Юсиповича. (Перший був 3. 12. 1997) Симфонічна 
оркестра Кіченер - Вотерлу запросила гостя, 
диригента з України, цим разом вперше як 
диригента серійного концерту. 

Мирон Юсипович молода людина, широко 
відомий в Україні та Європі. Уроджений у Львові 
в 1956 році, закінчив Львівську консерваторію. 
Moro спеціяльність - симфонічна та оперна 
диригентура. Вже в 1992 році ставить з великим 
успіхом світову прем'єру забутої в італійських 
архівах оперу Бортнянського Алькід. Під його 
проводом у Львівській опері ставили Евген Онєгін 
Чайковського, Кавалерія Рустікана Маскані, 
Паліяччі Леонкавалла та інші опери. 

В 1996 році Львівська Опера, перший раз за 
час свого існування, з диригентом М. Юсиповичом 
відбула турнє в італії, де в Римі, Помпеях, Болоні 
та Санремо ставили оперу Верді Aida. Цього 
літа заплановані виступи в Еспанії. М. Юсипович 
виступав також як гість-диригент в багатьох 
містах України, Польщі та Росії. 

Концерт відбувся 12 і 13 лютого 1999 в 
модерній, акустичній, дуже гарній залі The Сеп- 
tre in the Square: Велика, простора, справляє 
вона Ha слухача дуже приємне вражіння: Ніби 
невеликий Кіченер, а таку добру залю має... 

В програмі концерту були російські компо- 
зитори і перший раз на програмі серійного кон- 
церту прозвучав український твір: Увертюра Ли- 
сенка до Тараса Бульби. Не так легко «запхати» 
українського композитора до серійних концертів, 
тому подивляємо Едмонтонську Симфонічну 
оркестру, яка тиждень пізніше мала серійний 
концерт з творів виключно українських ком-- 
позиторів! 

Програма почалася не надто цікавим твором 
Михайла Глінки Caprice Brillant. Скрипковий 
концерт Петра Чайковського оп. 35 Д-дур у 
виконанні оркестри і соліста Стефана Сітар- 
ського, концертмайстра оркестри, викликав бурі 
оплесків, і заслужено. Хоч в першій частині 
Allegro moderato духові інструменти були трохи 
за голосні, цілість була повна енергії та (запалу. 
Закінчення каденци трелями та перехід. до ор- 
кестри - майстерно виконаний скрипалем та 
диригентом, захопив слухача чаром та елегант-- 
ністю. У дальших двох частинах диригент осягнув 
добру рівновагу поміж інструментами, і головно 
струнні інструменти звучали дуже приємно. В 
другій частині Canzonetta скрипаль мав чудовий 


співучий тон, що створило винятковий настрій 
твору. I скрипаль i диригент заслужено збирали 
оплески і ентузіястичне  «браво» від слухачів! 

Тому, що заля аж ніяк не хотіла попращати 
скрипаля, він на додаток виконав сольо — ним 
цікаво заранжовані народні мелодії (українські і 
польські). 

По перерві Увертюра Лисенка до Тараса Буль- 
би своєю енергією і рішучістю загіпнотизувала 
слухачів. (Цікаво було у споминах порівняти 
виконання Увертюри св. п. Володимиром 
Колесником та динамічною Дзвінкою Остафійчук 
- також зі Львова). 

Замріяне Зачароване Озеро оп. 62 Анатолія 
Ліядова з теплими дисонансами, дискретною хро- 
матикою, імпресіоністичним настроєм та ніжними 
струнними інструментами було контрастом до 
темпераментної Увертюри, та одним з найкраще 
виконаних творів програми. 

Чайковського Francesca da Rimini ор. 32 - 
понура драма з гарними переходами до ліричних 
моментів, в якій ніжно перекликалися в дуєті 
духові інструменти зі струнними, звучали у 
виконанні оркестри і диригента переконливо. 

На закінчення програми ми почули Valse- 
Fantaisie Михайла Глінки з чарівним мотивом 
струнних інструментів. 

Місцева преса висловилася про концерт в 
суперлятивах. The Record писав: «...Диригентом 
цього концерту серії Masterpiece Series був 
український диригент Мирон Юсипович, якого 
виконання програми було з витонченими ню- 
ансами досвідом. Розкішний (superb) концерт 
повторюється і надзвичано рекомендується...» 

Перший раз у програмі ми прочитали, що 
Чайковський є частинно українського походження, 
що його прадід загинув у бої під Полтавою в 
1709 році. Його дідо, Петро Чайка, змінив своє 
прізвище на Чайковський, як навчався в Київській 
Медичній Академії.. 

З концерту розходилися всі з приємними вра- 
жіннями. А ми, доволі велика група слухачів з. 
Торонта, були, горді, що наші твори, і (2) 


з України потрохи виходять на канадсюка = _ 


професійні сцени. Я 

Після концерту відбулося прийняття та мила, 
зустріч з диригентом та скрипалем, що дало 
змогу безпосередньо висловити своє вдоволення 
з концерту. 

Несподіванкою торонтонцям стала погода: ми 
вийшли в білу заметіль, так наче опинилися серед 
«Зачарованого озера в зимі» ...Але вдоволення i 
добрий настрій побороли снігову метелицю... 
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поза «Три празники в гості» 


Школа отця Кенета Кернза святкує Йордан 


Олена Канівець 

Ще одна цікава подія відбулася в двомовній 
школі отця Кенета Кернза що в Шервуд Парку. 
22 січня, за щорічною традицією, учні та вчителі 
української програми святкували великий 
християнський празник - Водохреща або Йордан. 

Господарями на святкуванні була шоста класа 
разом зі своєю вчителькою пані Л. Кардинал- 
Багрій. До школи цього дня завітали почесні 
гості - отець Лисак, парох церкви св. Миколая 
південь Едмонтону та мер міста Шервуд Парку 
пан Верн Гартвел, На святі були присутні також 
вчителі двомовної програми, батьки та учні. 

Святкування розпочалося о 12:30 годині 


пополудні смачним обідом з традиційними пісними 


дванадцятьма стравами. По обіді відбувся концерт 
за участю учнів шостої класи. Гості з великим 
задоволенням подивилися на виставку «Три 
празники в гості», яка є творчим доробком 
шестикласників під керівництвом їхньої вчительки 
пані Л. Кардинал-Багрій. 

Наприкінці святкування в спортовій залі школи 
о. Лисак провів відправу Йордану та освячення 
води. На відправі були пристуні учні клас 
двомовної програми. | 

Святкування відбулося з великим успіхом та 
піднесенням. Велика подяка всім, хто спричинився 
до нього та побажання і в майбутньому плідної 
праці у збереженні невмирущої культурної | 
спадщини  українського-нарену  с777777777777 


Ukrainian News/Ykpaixceki Вісті 


March 10-23, 10-23 березня, 1999 


11 


SUSK goes international | Cyril (Kyrylo) Genik 
46 annual congress held in Calgary 


(SUSK)—Canada’s Ukrainian Students Union, or 
SUSK, has recently joined the world trend to go inter- 
national. 

Over the weekend of Feb. 18 - Feb. 21, SUSK held 
its 46th annual Congress in Calgary. 

SUSK is the umbrella organization of all Ukrainian 
student clubs in Canada. 

Twenty-seven delegates from across Canada voted 
to give U.S. clubs associate membership in SUSK. 

“This means that they will be allowed to attend SUSK 
functions, and use SUSK as a tool for rebuilding and 
strengthening their own clubs”, said outgoing SUSK 
president, Lubko Belej, of Brock. 

The 46th Congress saw the culmination of a year- 
long study into the feasibility of U.S. affiliate mem- 
bership into SUSK. 

SUSTA was SUSK’s counterpart in the U.S., until it 
fell apart some years ago, leaving U.S. Ukrainian stu- 
dents stranded. 

SUSK did not debate the “revolutionary” constitu- 
tional amendment for long. 

“We feel that SUSK will benefit a lot from the U.S. 
clubs, and vise versa,” said Bele}. 

After some discussion, the constitutional amendment 
passed unanimously. 

‘For the immediate future,” continued Belej, “I see 
the border towns joining, and maybe some day both 
Canadian and U.S. students will work together to make 
our Ukrainian student voices heard throughout the 
world. This is a revolutionary phase for SUSK.” 

Congress also saw the reawakening of a once mighty 
giant, the University of Alberta Ukrainian student or- 
ganization. 

“A few years back, this club was one of the corner 
stone clubs in SUSK,” said Bele}. 

The University of Alberta Ukrainian Student Soci- 
ety (USS), based in Edmonton, was once a pillar in the 
Ukrainian Canadian student network. 

It has spent the last few years in a “rebuilding” phase. 

“We're a young group, on average,” said current USS 
president Andrij Tyrkalo. 

“We learned a lot from the other, more established 
clubs during Congress,” added Tyrkalo, specifically 
citing the round table discussions and the Presidents’ 


~~Forum as valuable. 


Belej added that he enjoyed seeing the huge delega- 
tion from Edmonton. 

The Edmonton group was by far the largest at this 
year’s Congress. 

“T saw potential with the members that were present 
at Congress, and I personally feel confident that these 
people will do a good job in rebuilding the U of Aclub.” 

On the social side, Congress delegates and the local 
Calgary USO had the chance to participate in a variety 
of activities. 

At the opening night Wine and Cheese, delegates met 
with the who’s who of the Calgary Ukrainian scene, 
including Marlene Mysak, President of the UCPBA of 
Calgary. 

Students also filled two school buses for a Calgary- 
wide pub-crawl, with an authentic western bar on the 
itinerary. 

Saturday night saw the traditional Congress banquet. 

This year’s guest speaker, Most Reverend Stefan 
Soroka of Winnipeg, gave a speech aimed at students 
at the dawn of a new millennium. 

Mike Anisimovicz, one of the organizers of the event, 
described Reverend Soroka’s address as “ideal for the 
participants, and truly a speech suited for the times.” 


On Feb. 25 The Lions Club, presented the writer 
Eugenia Sakevich Dallas at its regular dinner in El 
Polo Inca, Gardena, California. 

Dallas talked about her most recent book, soon to 
be distributed, “One Woman, Five Lives, Five Coun- 
tries”, where she narrates her turbulent life from her 
native Ukraine, in the former Soviet Union, Nazi 
Germany, Italy, Scotland and United States. 

The compelling life of Eugenia Sakevich Dallas 
is traced in this book as she journeys from her inno- 
cent rural childhood in Ukraine, through the devas- 
tation pre-World War II, Stalin purges in the 1930s 
and Nazi’s Germany labor camps, then on to the glit- 
tering fashion runways of Italy and beyond. 

Itis one woman’s’ unforgetable story of undaunted 


Author traces life through 
Stalin’s purges, Nazi labor camps 


Most delegates left Calgary pleased at how events 
transpired. 

Pavlo Oleskevych of Toronto described Congress 199 
as “absolutely stupendous. Not an iota of detail was 
overlooked.” 

“Everything went well and I could not see any way 
that things could have gone any better’, said a fatigued 
Jonathan Cholak of Edmonton. 

Orest Szezurko of Waterloo added that Congress was 
“super fun, and, (more importantly), super productive.” 

Said American student Adrian Deputat “I encourage 
anyone who is thinking about going next year to just 
go and think about how to pay for it later. For what you 
get, it’s very cheap.” 

“There is no shortage of people who are quick to 
dismiss all student organizations as drinking clubs and 
excuses to party,” said Windsor student Pavlo Horbal. 

“However, I challenge anyone to show me one thing 
wrong with getting Ukrainians together from across the 
continent to develop meaningful ideas for student clubs 
and Ukrainians in general. If they can find a better way 
to stimulate the interests of young Ukrainians in keep- 
ing our organizations alive and vibrant, please, by all 
means, let us know.” 

Christine Prystajecky and Janet Huang, both of 
Calgary, were two of the many Calgarians who put 
hundreds of hours into organizing this year’s event. 

“T’m glad it’s over” said Huang, visibly relieved. 

“T think we’ll look back on this in a few weeks time, 
and only then realize just how well things went” added 
Prystajecky. 

The Calgary organizers were not the only ones in- 
volved with making Congress ’99 happen. 

“We had a lot of sponsors, both individuals and сог- 
porate,” said Prystajecky. 

“Without them, we would not have been able to make 
a go of it.” 

Incoming SUSK President Mychailo Ilnycky has 
promised that SUSK will increase its exposure in the 
Ukrainian Canadian community. 

“Watch for us. We will be visible”, said a beaming 
Шпуску, happy at the prospect of working with an ex- 
ecutive he described as “dynamic and capable.” 

“This is the year that SUSK will make its presence 
felt,” added Ппуску. 

Although the elected executive has members from 
across Canada, this is the first time that SUSK’s core 
executive will be based in Calgary. 

Asked whether this will pose a problem, being geo- 
graphically distanced from the Ukrainian belt of 
Edmonton-Winnipeg-Toronto, IInycky responded that 
he was not concerned. 

“We are always in touch with one another, through 
e-mail and the phone. 

Plus, members of the executive will be meeting with 
each other in person, just like in years past.” 

Ukrainian Canadian Students Union Executive 1999- 
2000 President, Mychailo IInycky; VP Internal, Pavlo 
Horbal; Treasurer, Jeannette Mandrusiak; Secretary, 
Christine Prystajecky; VP Mountain Region, Andrij 
Tyrkalo; VP Prairie Region, vacant; VP Great Lakes 
Region, Marta Stangret; VP Laurentian Region, Andrij 
Zelenko; Dirs Communications and Publication, 
Markian Mykytiuk, Pavlo Oleskevych; Projects Direc- 
tor, Anna Marzotto; Dir. External Organizations (Ukrai- 
nian), Orest Szczurko; Director External Relations, 
Roman Zakaluzny; Alumni & Archives Directors, 
Miroslawa Hirna, Lisa McDonald; Immediate Past 
President, Lubko Belej. 


courage, survival and triumph. This heart warming 
Saga portrays an unequaled determination of spirit, 
sure to encourage and uplift. 

Her experiences epitomize the struggles and hor- 
rors many Ukrainians experienced through one of 
the most brutal periods of history. 

Her remarkable story, published and widely re- 
ceived in both her native Ukraine and the former 
USSR, for the first times makes its debut in Canada 
and the United States of America. Dallas currently 
resides in California. 

More information about this book can be obtained 
from Eugenia Dallas at 6202 Hillpark Drive, Holly- 
wood, CA, 90068, USA, by calling (323) 876-8294, 
fax: (323) 874-0761. 


honoured by Canada 


Roman Yereniuk, 
Assoc. Prof. St. Andrew’s College in Winnipeg (UofM) 

The Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, the informed 
and impartial advisory board to Canada’s Minister of Heritage on 
matters relating to the commemoration of Canada’s history, honoured 
the Ukrainian Cyril (Kyrylo) Genik (1857-1925) on Feb. 15 in 
Winnipeg, during the celebration of Canada’s Heritage Day and the 
honouring of Canada’s Citizenship and Heritage Week. 

The Winnipeg celebration was attended by some 150 people from 
all walks of life, including many from the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity. All three levels of government were represented at the cel- 
ebration. The two traditional Ukrainian churches were represented 
by their respective metropolitans — Metropolitan Wasyly (Fedak) of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada and Metropolitan Michael 
(Bzdel) of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress was represented by Lesia Szwaliuk, President of the 
Manitoba - Winnipeg Council. 

Genik was one of the foremost leaders of the first wave of Ukrai- 
nian immigration to Canada (1891-1914) from Western Ukraine un- 
der Austria-Hungary. He was in fact the head of only the second group 
of immigrants in 1896 to arrive in Canada and because of his formal 
education, knowledge of languages including English, and excellent 
diplomatic skills was quickly appointed an immigration agent by the 
government of Canada. He thus became the first federal civil servant 
of Ukrainian ancestry in Canada. 

For some 18 years, until his retirement in 1914, Genik laboured 
among the Ukrainian immigrants as well as facilitated and assisted 
them in the many tasks of settlement — land claims and farming 
practices, employment issues, citizenship matters and many many 
others. Likewise he never forgot about the settlers and travelled 
throughout the various Ukrainian settlements so that he could inform - 
the Canadian government in his regular reports about their progress, 
needs and accomplishments. In so doing, Genik served diligently 
Canada’s new policy on immigration from Eastern Europe (many were 
skeptical of this new direction in immigration in Canada), as well as 
facilitated Ukrainian Canadian cultural development that saw the birth 
of many of the early Ukrainian institutions in Canada. 

By the time of his death in 1925, some 200,000 Ukrainians had 
settled in Canada providing an historical continuity for many of today’s 
Ukrainian Canadians, as well as Ukrainian Canadian institutions. 

The entire evening’s proceedings was chaired by Prof. William 
Neville, a Manitoba member of the Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board. Greetings on the occasion were brought by various individu- 
als from all three levels of government as well as from the UCC. 

Szwaliuk emphasized.Genik’s role as a pioneer leader of the first 
wave of Ukrainian immigration to Canada. 

Winnipeg Mayor Glen Murray, underlined in his greeting his own 
Ukrainian connection growing up in Montreal, and talked about 
Genik’s passionate work as the “father of Ukrainian immigration to 
Canada”. 

Representing the Manitoba government, Rosemary Vodrey, Minis- 
ter of Culture, Heritage and Citizenship, honoured Genik with the 
epithet that he was "а great Manitoban and a great Canadian that has 
finally been recognized”. 

Remarks on behalf of Canada’s Secretary of State were delivered 
by Sharon Carstairs, Deputy Leader of the Government in the Senate. 
She emphasized that Genik represents Canada’s pride in its rich and 
diverse mosaic of heritage communities and serves as an important 
role model for the youth of our country. 

The official unveiling of the plaque honouring was performed by 
the Carstairs along with Jerry Genik from B.C., a grandson of the 
honoree. Also in attendance was another grandson, from Winnipeg, 
Con Genik and his family. 

The historical perspective for the event was presented by Prof. 
Jaroslaw Petryshyn of Grande Praire Regional College in Alberta, a 
prominent scholar of Ukrainian Canadian history. He gave biographi- 
cal data on Genik and especially emphasized the relationship he had 
with Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Interior of the Canadian govern- 
ment. In addition Petryshyn emphasized Genik’s concern with the 
plight of the new settlers and his important work as an intermediary 
between them and the government of Canada. He especially re-iter- 
ated Genik’s role as the “first leader of the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity” and illustrated this with several anecdotes from the archives. 


Eugenia Sakevich Dallas 
One Woman « Five Lives « Five Countries 


Order Form 


Eugenia Dallas 
6202 Hillpark Drive 
Hollywood, CA 90068 


One Woman: Five Lives; Five Countries by Eugenia Dallas 


Please add $2.25 (Cnd) for shipping and handling for up to 5 books. 
Add $1.30 (Cnd) for each book over 5. 


Check or money order only. - Total 
Questions may be addressed to the author at the айохе address, 
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DELUXE CONDO UNITS FOR SALE 
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH PROPERTY 
in scenic KELOWNA, B.C. 


Excellent condition « Only 31/2 years old « With lovely 
closed-in sunroom е Ample storage area " Located next 
to Shopping Centre « Adjacent to Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church and Hall « Secure covered parking " Crafts 
room « Games room « Library « Each 2 bedrooms 
- 2 baths - Some appliances incl. * Low service fees 
° Low taxes ¢ Bus route is І block away 
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FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 


"The Chapel 
on the Boulevard" 


9709 - 111th Ауе.- 
Edmonton, Alta 
(780) 426-0050 
(24 hours) 


Jerry Smolyk 
President 
| © Prearranged Funeral Plans » Crematorium on location 
e Provincial, National and International Services 


» Facilities also for Intimate Private or Infant or Memorial Services 
¢ Monuments Available 


Vegreville з 
Mayerthorpe Wildwood 
Smoky Lake Lamont 


Bob Greschuk 


General Manager 
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Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


Якщо ні, то: 


IE pasa 


_ «Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. 

Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, а ми вислемо газету 
разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 


Мате: 


Address 
City 
Це дарунок від: 
ЦІНИ: 
В Канаді: 


1 рік (24 примірники): 932.50 (Кан. 
2 роки (48 рий ee $60.00 ike) 


ia включає ПТО ["GST")) 
nl Hi : 


Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: 
Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Ргоу. 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, АВ T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 


Вістка про наглу смерть сл. 
п. Степана Янківського блис- 
кавкою розійшлася по Вінніпезі, 
бо всі знали покійного як вели- 
кого патріота та доброчинця і 
людину, яка провела з громадою 
більше як півстоліття в праці 
на відтинку церковного, громад- 
ського і політичного життя. При 
тому та його співпраця з грома- 
дою була завжди підкріплена 
щедрими пожертвуваннями на 
дальший ріст спільноти. Вдячний 


- Вінніпег хотів виявити своєму си- 


нові якнайбільше уваги на про- 
щання й тому підготував величаві 
похоронні відправи, які відбулися 
в днях 21 i 22 лютого 1999 р. 

Почалися вони з Катедри св. 
Володимира й Ольги, якої покій- 
ний був активним членом від 
часу прибуття до Канади в 1946 
р. Похоронними відправами про- 
вадив о. д-р Іван Мостівський, 
парох катедри, в асисті катед- 
ральних отців і дияконів. Підго- 
товкою участи мирянських орга- 
нізацій та членства організацій 
зайнявся п. Теодор Гуменюк. 
Тлінні останки були в опіці 
ветеранських організацій. 

Евлогію про покійного сказав 
в неділю в часі Панахиди в катедрі 
д-р Михайло Марунчак а в 
понеділок в часі Служби Божої 
промавляв о. д-р I. Мостівський, 
підносячи суспільні заслуги 
покійного Степана супроти свого 
ближнього 1 громади. 

Після Служби Божої валка 
автомобілів відпровадила тлінні 
останки на цвинтар Всіх Святих, 
де Владика Степан провів ос- 
танній акт упокоєння та запеча- 
тав гробницю Янківських, в якій 
від 1985 р. спочила там сл. п. 
Марія, дружина Степана. 

Покійний Степан народився 17 
березня 1912 р. в Стрию в 
селянській родині, де він був 
наймолодшим серед чотирьох 
сестер. З приходом совєтських 
військ в Західну Україну, він 
був арештований в 1939. Пере- 
бувши в'язницю в Стрию, був 
засланий на схід України до 
Ворошиловграду. Ще додатково 
в Старобєльську совєтська су- 
дейська трійка приписала йому 
п'ять років концтаборів. Таким 
способом його загнали до Печо- 
ри й Воркути. 

Коли в 1941 і 1942 рр. орга- 
нізували аліянти в Сибірі армію 
ген. Сікорського, покійний Сте- 
пан враз з численними українсь- 
кими в'язнями, з титулу свого 
польського горожанства, зголо- 
CMBCA До цього війська. 

Будучи у восьмій аліянтській 
армії він стаціонував в Тегерані, 
Палестині та Італії. Закінчив свою 
європейську кар'єру боями з 
німецькими полчищами під Монте 
Касіно, де вславився в боях-і був 
відзначений хрестом заслуги. 

У Канаді найскорше заякорив 
в Галіфаксі а згодом поселився 
у Вінніпезі, Тут в дні 5 листо- 
пада 1949 р. одружився з учи- 
телькою Марією Рудою. В двій- 
ку вони розбудували маленьке 
торговельне м'ясарське підпри- 
ємство до імпозантних розмірів, 
яке дало їм матеріяльне забез- 
печення та меценатську допо- 
могу українській громаді. Почи- 
нав з дуже маленької крамнички 
на вулиці Кінг в центрі міста. 
Як знавець м'ясного діла з краю, 
в день робив м'ясні вироби а в 
ночі варив і вудив, щоб на 
другий день розвозити всій товар 
до наріжних крамниць. Праці 
було багато а відпочинку мало, 
пригадував він в розмовах зі 
своїми приятелями. Але праця 
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Вінніпег попрощав у 
вічність доброчинця-патріота 


Сл. п. Степан Янківський помер 15 лютого 1999 р, 
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Степан і Марія Янківські 


таки приспорила йому матері- 
яльні доходи і можна було від- 
крити репрезентативну крамни- 
цю на головній вулиці 915 Маїп 
Street під фірмою «М. 5. (Марія 
i Степан) Meat Market». 
М'ясарські вироби пок. Cre- 
пана вславилися на цілу Канаду 
а то й Північну Америку. Це 
заставило його подумати над 
розбудовою гуртової продажі своїх 
товарів. Так постала фірма «Сеп- 
tral Products & Food Limited». 
Працюємо, говорили Степан 
i Марія Янківські своїм прияте- 
лям, бо це потреба життя. Мате- 
ріяльні доходи мають дати лю- 
дині забезпечення на старші літа. 
Однак надвижка з цього повинна 
служити громаді. Цю засаду С. 
i М. Янківські практикували 
сумлінно впродовж свого цілого 
життя. Це їхнє вірую інтерпре- 
тував в своїй евлогії д-р Марун- 
чак. Він теж торкнувся поговору 
народу мовляв: «дає, бо має що 
дати». Це тільки крихітка прав- 
ди, говорив промовець на про- 
щання, бо якщо була б ціла 
правда, то наші національні збір- 
ки не булиби в бідних тисячах, 
але у великих мільйонах, бо 
наші земляки не бідні і мають 
чим пожертвувати. Тільки проб- 
лема в тому, що в багатьох не- 
має бажання цього робити. 
Жертвують ті, що відчувають 
людську недостачу і кривду, 
національне пониження, націо- 
нальне горе. Вони завжди спі- 
шать, щоб цьому горю зарадити 
а несправедливість направити. 
Такими були Степан Янківський 
і його дружина Марія. 
Прибувши до Канади пок. 
Степан Янківський знайшов своє 
місце при Комітеті Українців 
Канади. Прибув, коли будувалась 
Катедра св. Володимира й Оль- 
ги. Допомагав тут а також в 
розбудові інших українських свя- 
тинь нашого міста, католицьких 
і православних. Говорив, що 
треба всім допомогти, бо це всі 
наші. Як знаємо були це золоті 
роки національної розбудови. В 
1961 р. поставлено пам'ятник 
Кобзареві на парламентській 
площі Манітоби. Янківський був 
серед перших жертводавців. В 
1964 р. творилася Шевченківська 
Фундація i знову серед пере- 
дових добродіїв бачимо пок. Сте- 
пана. Він не тільки пожертвував 
найбільшу суму, але кожного 
року додавав до неї. Сьогодні 
понад чверть мільйона на їхньо- 
му конті. З цих їхніх пожертв 
створено Фонд української 
молоді Пласту і СУМУ, яким 
виплачують кожнорічно допо- 
могу на їхні вакаційні проєкти. 
Піддержував сл. п. Янківський 


проєкти Патріярха Йосифа в , 


Канаді 1 поза Канадою. У Він- 
ніпезі були доброчинцями Дому 
Святої Родини для старших лю- 
дей. В збірці на українську амба- 
саду в Оттаві покійний був од- 
ним із перших і найбільших. 
Покійний перевидав своїм кош- 
том збірник Світової Ліги Ук- 
раїнських Політичних В'язнів «В 
боротьбі за українську державу». 
Він піддержував чисельні інші 
книжкові проєкти, бо розумів, 
що розвивається народ, коли 
розвивається культура народу. 

Пок. Степан був великим в 
ідеях i починах і громада Він- 
ніпегу i Канади високо його ці- 
нила та нагородила його різними 
грамотами. Не диво отже, що в 
день похорону зібралися деле- 
гації численних організацій: мо- 


лоді, ветеранів, Ліги України 


Українського Національного 
Об'єднання, Організації Сеньйо- 
рів, Організації ОУН та інших, 
щоб попрощати патріота i 
доброчинця. 

В часі церковних відправ спі- 
вав хор «Думка», що при Їнсти- 
туті «Просвіта». В Інституті жі- 
ноцтво Ліги влаштувало тризну 
після церковних відправ в 
другому дні. Тризною провадив 
Теодор Гуменюк. Тут промов- 
ляла низка громадських діячів, 
підносячи великі заслуги пок. 
Степана для української громади. 
Від Конгресу Українців Канади 
слово сказала Ліда Шаварська, 
екзекутивний директор КУК, від 
Шевченківської Фундації Анна 
Вах, член цієї фундації і секре- 
тар, від Фонду Молоді висту- 
пили, Софія Качор від Пласту, 
а від CYMy Марійка Баняс. Д- 
р Роман Бучок від українських 
вояків в Ріміні розповів, як то 
пок. Степан приніс зі своїми 
другами з під Монте Касіно 
український прапор, якого поло- 
нені дуже потребували. Від 
Сеньйорської Братії та від 
інституту «Просвіта» промовляв 
дружньо і дотепно Іван Іванчук. 
Від адміністрації підприємства 
сказав слово подяки Ярослав 
Держко, а від родини племінниця 
Мирослава Дружковська. Мо- 
литву провів о. Гафійчук. 

Тризну закінчено роздачею 
пам'яткових брошур УВАН, 
пера д-ра Михайла Марунчака, 
які появилися 1982 р. на 
закінчення проєкту писання «Іс- 
торії Українців в Канаді» і 
«Студії до історії Українців в 
Канаді», яким покійний Степан 
також патронував. У виданні є 
сильветки визначних добродії в 
українсько-кандській історії, а 
між ними теж життєпис і 
світлина Степана і Марії 


Янківських. 
_ М., Мар 
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Ukraine concerned about 
isolation as EU expands 


By Breffni O’Rourke 

(RFE/RL)—A sharp divergence of views has devel- 
oped between Ukraine and the European Union on 
whether Ukraine might suffer a negative economic 
impact from the eastward expansion of the EU. 

Kyiv fears that as the group of 10 Eastern candidate 
countries steadily moves closer to the EU orbit — even- 
tually becoming union members — Ukraine will be 
left isolated, with its present trade patterns distorted. 

The Ukrainian government has already moved to 
counter what it sees as this threat. It initiated a meeting 
in Kyiv last November involving three of the front- 
running Eastern candidate countries —- Poland, Hun- 
gary, and the Czech Republic. A representative of the 
EU’s Executive Commission also attended as an ob- 
server. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the EU — Boris Hudyma 
— told RFE/RL that his country wants to see more such 
multilateral meetings. And he said the EU should take 
an active role in encouraging the candidates to think 
about the impact on noncandidates like Ukraine. 

“Our position is that the EU can instruct the candi- 
date countries to have consultations with Ukraine on 
this subject. This would mean that Ukraine would not 
be taking the initiative in this matter; it would be the 
EU itself instructing the applicant countries to hold such 
consultations. That would be the best thing for all con- 
cerned.” 

Specifying Kyiv’s concerns, the ambassador said that, 
for instance, border trade between Poland and Ukraine 
— which has flourished for some years — is being in- 
creasingly affected as Poland moves toward EU mem- 
bership. Further, a prospective visa regime between the 
two neighbors would complicate matters for Ukraini- 
ans. 

In another instance. Ukraine’s free-trade agreement 
with Estonia would also have to be scrapped when that 
Ваїнс country becomes an EU member. 


- - | Hudyma says the implications of the whole matter 
Peanuts be further discussed in a multilateral context. 

“Maybe the positive elements of this (EU) enlarge- 
ment will prevail over the negative. We should sit down 
together and look at the consequences in detail — good 
and bad. Our concern is that we should have more con- 
tact, more dialogue, more integration of Ukraine into 
EU structures.” 

Of course, Ukraine is not the only eastern transition 
State not among the present candidates for EU mem- 
bership. Kyiv’s neighbors — such as Russia, Moldova, 
and Belarus — are also in that position. Hudyma said, 
however, that his government is not talking with those 
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" Our concern is that we should have 
more contact, more dialogue, more 
integration of Ukraine into 


EU structures.” 
Boris Hudyma, Ambassador to the EU 


countries about this problem. He said he does not be- 
lieve a united front is required. He said each country 
must handle its own concerns. 

Those are Ukraine’s views. EU officials have quite 
different opinions. 

First, the EU believes the Ukrainians are not placing 
enough consideration on the strongly positive aspects 
of eastward expansion. The expansion means the en- 
tire EU unified market will be on Ukraine’s doorstep, 
and with that, the favorable trade regime Kyiv already 
has with the EU will be spread to Ukraine’s direct neigh- 
bors. EU sources also say that the Ukrainians’ fear of 
new trade barriers is groundless. They concede, how- 
ever, that there will be specific readjustments, such as 
the need to end the Estonian-Ukraine free-trade agree- 
ment, as already mentioned. 

In response to Ukraine’s desire for more consulta- 
tions, the EU sources note that the two sides already 
have frequent and regular bilateral contacts at several 
levels under the Partnership and Cooperation Agree- 
ment, including panels on trade and investment. 

As to the type of multilateral negotiations favored 
by Ukraine in this case, the EU is firmly negative. 

Sources say the EU will not take part in any multi- 
lateral discussions between candidate countries and a 
third country. It has never done that in any previous 
enlargement and has no intention of doing so in the 
future. The EU feels that discussions on enlargement 
are a matter solely between the union and the candi- 
date countries. 

EU officials recall that the Commission representa- 
tive attended last November’s meeting in Kyiv only as 
an observer, to listen to concerns — which the EU re- 
gards as an important task. 

However, the EU came away from that meeting with 
a confirmed impression that the Ukrainians find if very 
difficult to express exactly what their concerns are. 


Court lifts ban 
on price hikes 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Constitutional Court on 
March 9 overturned a law that temporarily banned in- 
creases in the price of utilities and public transporta- 
tion. 

The Supreme Council passed the law in July 1998, 
stating that it would remain in effect until the govern- 
ment has repaid all wage and pension arrears. 

The court ruling said the law is unconstitutional and 
allowed the government to raise utilities and transpor- 
tation rates. 

So far, Ukrainians have paid only 80 percent of the 
cost of water, heating, and electricity supplies. 

The abolition of utilities subsidies was an IMF re- 
quirement to resume releasing tranches of a US$2.2 
billion loan, which was frozen last fall. 


Prostitution 
ring exposed 


(Eastern Economist)—Forty eight women who had 
been taken or enticed abroad to work in the sex indus- 
try were returned to Ukraine in 1998. 

They had been living in Turkey, Cyprus, Libya and a 
number of other states. 

They owe their safe return to the work of a specially 
created department within the structure of the Luhansk 
Interior Ministry Criminal Investigation Department. | 

Two women, both Greeks, were deported to Greece 
after their role in the scheme to take Ukrainian women 
abroad was uncovered. 

The women had headed the Neon-Pontos firm in 
Luhansk, which specialized in recruiting Ukrainian 
women for posts abroad where they were then pressed 
into the sex trade. 
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Ukraine destroys last 
SS-19 missile 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has destroyed the last of its 111 Soviet-era 
SS-19 inter-continental ballistic missiles. 

The last ICBM was destroyed on Feb. 26 in Dnipropetrovsk under 
a U.S. program, launched in 1991 by Senators Richard Lugar and 
Sam Nunn, aimed at helping former Soviet republics get rid of their 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Ukraine has received some US$500 million under the program. In 
1996, Ukraine surrendered all its nuclear warheads to Russia and 
pledged to remain nuclear-free. 

The elimination of Ukraine’s remaining strategic bombers ап 85- 
24 missiles is scheduled to be completed by December 2001 


Ukraine to discuss 
electricity debts to Russia 


whose electricity exports accounted 
for three percent of Ukraine’s needs 
last year, suspended supplies to 
Ukraine on Jan. 1. 
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(RFE/RL)—Anatoliy Chubais, 
head of Russia’s Unified Energy 
Systems (EES), met with Ukrainian 
leaders in Kyiv on March 1 to пе- 
gotiate ways of repaying Ukraine’s 
debts for electricity supplied by his 
company. 

Ukrainian commercial companies 
owe US$123.5 million to EES, and 
Chubais wants the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment and the state-owned com- 
pany Ukrenergo to cover that sum. 

Ukraine’s newly appointed en- 
ergy minister, Ivan Plachkov, said 
before the talks that the government 
will not bear responsibility for the 
“debts of commercial companies,” 

AP reported on March | that EES, 
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Dynamo ties Spanish | Ukraine dominates shot 


champions in Madrid 


(UkrNews/Eastern Economist)—Dynamo 
Kyiv obtained an impressive 1-1 draw in 
Madrid against Spanish giants Real in the first 
leg of their European Champion’s League 
quarter final clash, March 3. 

Andriy Shevchenko broke the deadlock 
early in the second half, only for Real to equal- 
ize direct from a free-kick. The second leg 
will take place in Kyiv March 17. 

In ‘other matchups England’s Manchester 
United blanked Italy’s Inter Milan 2-0, as did 


Karpenko loses 


American Cup title 


(UkrNews)—Defending American Cup title- 
holder Viktoria Karpenko of Ukraine was in 
second place following the preliminary round, 
but struggled in the final to end up in fourth 
place at the gymnastics tournament held in 
St. Petersburg, Florida, March 5-6. Karpenko, 
who was playing hurt, fell on the uneven bars 
during the final. American Jennie Thompson 
edged Russia’s Elena Produnova for the 
women’s crown, while former U.S. all-around 
champion Vanessa Atler was third. 
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Bayern Munich with FC Kaiserslautern in an all- 
German matchup, while Italy’s Juventus Turin 
edged Olympiakos Piraeus of Greece 2-1. 

In a post-game press conference, Dynamo 
coach Oleh Lobanovsky said the first half was 
the toughest. 

He said he expects both teams to put on 
some classic football in the return match. 

Europe’s most prestigious club tournament, 
the Champions League, consists of all league 
championships winners throughout Europe 
plus league runners-up from the top eight 
UEFA-ranked national leagues (England, 
Spain, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Greece 
and Portugal) 

Two preliminary qualifying rounds were 
played in a home-and-away format where 
aggregate goals determined the winner. 

The field was reduced to 24 teams, which 
were placed in six groups of four teams. 

After round-robin play in each group, the 
winners and two teams with the best second- 
place records advanced to the quarterfinal 
round. At the quarterfinal and semifinal 
stages, the format returns to home-and-away. 

The final will be contested on May 26 at 
Nou Camp stadium in Barcelona, Spain. 
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Ukraine dominated the shot put compe- 
tition at the track and field World Indoor 
Championships held in Maebashi, Japan, 
March 4-8. 

Olympic bronze medalist Oleksandr 
Bahach finished first in the men’s shot put, 
just like he did at the 1997 World Outdoor 
Championships before testing positive for 
the stimulant ephedrine and losing the title 
and the US$60,000 first prize. 


put at World Indoor meet 


This time, he threw 70 feet, 3 inches. 
And just like at the 1997 world outdoors, 
John Godina of the United States was run- 
ner-up, with a season’s best of 69-11/4. 
Yuri Bilonih of Ukraine, the 1997 indoor 
champion, finished third this time at 68-61/2. 
In the women’s event, Ukraine’s Vita 
Pavlysh won the women’s shot by a mar- 
gin of nearly one meter, her 21.43-meter 
put establishing another championship best. 


NHL’s Ukrainian origin hockey 
players after 3/4 of the season 


(Dryconcom)—The NHL season is over the 
three quarters point (same 60-63 games have 
been played) and now enters its last quarter. 
Ukrainian origin hockey players are having a 
good season, however as of March 2, 1 prob- 
ably no one will go over the 100 point scor- 
ing milestone. 
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Leading the pack are Khristich (60 pts), 
Gretzky (57), Bondra (47), Tkachuk (42) and 
Sydor (40). Only the first two will end the 
season with 80 points plus (a point a game). 
The greatest advancers, among the Ukraini- 
ans, since mid season are Bondra (23 points), 
Khristich (16 pts) and Gretzky (15 pts.). 
Bondra has scored 13 goals and 10 assists in 
the last 21 games. 

Bondra with 27 goals is the leading goal 
scorer, followed by Khristich (26) and 
Tkachuk (22). All three should end the sea- 
son with a minimum of 30 goals. 

The assist leader is still Gretzky with 49, 
followed by Khristich with 34 and five oth- 
ers with between 20 and 28. 

The +/- leader is Matvichuk with +20, fol- 
lowed closely by Werenka (+18), Tkachuk 
(+17) and Daneyko (+17). At the other end of 
the scale is Gretzky (-21), Berehowsky (-13) 
and Fedyk (-10), all playing with under.500 
teams. Ес 

In the penalty minutes, the leader is still 
Berehowsky (111 minutes), followed by 
Tkachuk (86), Zhitnik (76), Kocur (70) and 
Diduck (68). The least penalized is Gretzky 
with 8 penalty minutes. Next on the list are 
Halko (10), Olezyk (14), Andreychuk (16) and 
Maneluk (16). 

Overall in the NHL, Bondra is tied for 7th 
place in goal scoring with 27, while Gretzky 
is tied for second spot in assists with 49. 
Bondra stands in third place with the number 
of shots - 238 (the leader is Kariya with 314). 
In shooting percentage, Khristich is in sec- 
ond spot with 26 goals in 118 shots (22 per- 
cent). 

Again Ukrainian origin players are having 
a very good season and as a team of 23 have 
scored some 183 goals. This would rank them 
as the fourth best scoring team (Toronto leads 
with 194 goals) in the NHL. 


NHL Players of Ukrainian origin 


(as of March 2, 1999) 

GP С A Pts PIM. +/- 
Khristich, Bost 58 26: 34,460) 2385810 
Gretzky, NYR 58. 18 49° Siee8a 21 
Bondra, Wash. 59 21 20)747a"50)20 
Tkachuk, Phoe. 46. 22 20 “AZ, S67 
Sydor, Dal. 55 12 28 40 24 -4 
Zhitnik, Buf. S916) 201267 Gi 
Nicholishin, Wash. 51 5 21 26 20 3 
Konowalchuk, Wash.44 12 12 24 26 0 
Andreychuk,N.J. 32 11 11 22 16 0 
Bellows, Wash 56  ЛАС 11225520 -6 
Werenka, Pitt. 59% STG Gore's 
Tverdovsky, Phoe. 60 5 16 21 18 13 
НгКас, Dal. S188 a 11h 190s 20 nears 
Mancluk, Chi. 41-69 SIS Ga 
Olezyk, Chicago 42 6 6 12 14 -7 
Matvichuk, Dal. 5673" 7.8 SNe S120 
Berehowsky, Nash. 52 0 11 11 Ill -13 
Daneyko, N.J. Gll> 2 RA 
Fedyk, NYR 45  :4-4- S¥e2de 10 
Leschyshyn, Gar 5) 2) Ose? 
Kocur, Detroit 36 22 Se eee 
Babych, Phil. 50 O| тка 20ee 
Pankewicz, Cal. 18. 7 ОЗ из ORO 
Diduck, Phoenix 43 10 2 esi O 
Karpa, Car. 21 103, 25a Озон 
Halko, Car. TOs aa урні ЦО Чо 
Belak, Col/Cal. 22: мох OS SONS Flee 
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kraine adding transit | Oil giants 


capacity for 


(JF Monitor)—Ukraine’s Oil and Gas State Commit- 
tee and its Romanian counterpart have signed an agree- 
ment to lay a connecting pipeline from Khust in 
Ukraine’s Carpathians to Satu Mare in Romania’s 
Transylvania. 

The 60-kilometer link will plug Romania into the 
main line which carries Russian gas across Ukraine to 
Central and Western Europe. The Khust-Satu Mare link 
will enable Russia’s Gazprom to pump 4 billion cubic 
meters of gas annually to Romania, thereby increasing 
Ukraine’s role as a transit country for Russian gas. 

Last month, Ukraine made public its plan to add a 
parallel pipeline to the southbound main line which 
carries Russian gas to the Balkans. The addition, to run 
from Ananyiv to Izmail on the Romanian border, would 
boost Ukraine’s capacity to transit Russian gas to south- 
eastern Europe, 

Kyiv also plans to raise the transit fee per 1,000 cu- 
bic meters for each 100 kilometers from US$1.09 this 
year to US$1.75 next year. The intention is to deduct 
pipeline construction costs and the transit fees from 
Ukraine’s arrears to Gazprom, which are currently in 
excess of 0551 billion. 

Gazprom chairman Rem Vyakhirev told European 
importers that his company would like to reduce, rather 
than increase, export to and transit via Ukraine, be- 
cause of the latter’s indebtedness and its alleged prac- 
tice of siphoning off Russian gas destined for third 
countries. 


Russian gas 


Gazprom hopes to maximize transit via Belarus, us- 
ing a new pipeline which will link Siberia’s Yamal gas 
fields to Germany and other West European countries. 
That line’s Belarusian section is currently under con- 
struction. 

Unruffled, Naftohaz Ukrainy officials responded that 
the Belarusian section will take a long time to com- 
plete (an allusion to Gazprom’s serious cash problems), 
and that the line’s planned annual capacity of 40 bil- 
lion cubic meters, mostly reserved for Yamal gas, might 
only accommodate an insignificant portion of the 120 
billion cubic meters now being pumped annually from 
other Russian gas fields via Ukraine. 

In the Balkans, Gazprom would like to bypass 
Ukraine by laying the “Blue Stream” pipeline from 
Russia directly to Turkey on the bottom of the Black 
Sea. That Russian-Italian project, however, seems likely 
to be preempted by the American-led project to supply 
Turkey and the Balkans with gas from Turkmenistan. 

The likely cumulative effect of these developments 
will be to consolidate Ukraine’s role in the short and 
medium term as an indispensable transit country for 
Russian gas. And that role will keep Kyiv’s hand strong 
in negotiating with Gazprom over debt settlement terms 
and the alleged siphoning problem. 


Banks face April 1 deadline 
as hryvnia fall proves costly 


(Eastern Economist)—National Bank of Ukraine 
Deputy Governor Oleksandr Kireyev spoke of the dif- 
ficulties facing the cash-starved banking sector Feb. 
24, commenting, “there will be a struggle to survive.” 

A total-of 28 domestic banks currently have statu- 
__tory funds of less than the required EURO 1 million 
_ and could face liquidation by April 1 should they fail 
_ to build up their statutory funds in time to required ley- 

els. 
Thirteen banks have complied with the NBU’s de- 
mand but they have yet to register their increased statu- 
tory funds, said Kireyey, speaking at a press confer- 
ence. The banks are facing an until struggle to meet the 
EURO | million marker as it must be paid in hryvnia, 
which is currently falling against the EURO, effecting 
raising the target. 

Kireyev said that as of Jan. 1, 36 banks had statutory 


funds below the EURO 1 million minimum. Kireyev, 
however, assured banks that the NBU is not interested 
in any bank liquidation and would like the errant banks 
to continue their operations. 

The Deputy Governor also said several banks with 
small statutory funds are having negotiations on merg- 
ers with other banks, namely, Eurotsentr bank of 
Тегпорії and Victoria bank ої Khmelinytskiy, and 
UkrKrazBank of Kremenchuk, Poltava oblast with 
UkrUniversalBank of Kyiv. Kireyev also confirmed that 
the NBU had taken the decision to liquidate 
ShakhtEkonomBank of Donetsk oblast, Odesa’s Misto 
bank, and the Stolychniy and Kyivskiy Narodniy Banks 
in Kyiv. 

Kireyev said the banks have been liquidated not due 
to small statutory funds but for other reasons, which he 
refused to name. 


Daewoo condemns “dishonest behaviour” 


(Eastern Economist)—Daewoo Motors Vice-Presi- 
dent Wang Jang-Ham wrote a highly critical letter to 
Industrial Policy Minister Vasyl Hureev Feb. 25, in 
which he announced that the Korean side would no 
longer participate in the working group set up to re- 
solve the problems of the AvtoZAZ-Daewoo JV. 

The group had been created via Hureev’s order be- 
Cause of the recent crisis in the JV’s management. Jang- 
Ham cited “the dishonest and inconsiderate” behavior 
of the Ukrainian members of the group as the reason 
behind the Korean walk-out. 

He characterized the actions of his Ukrainian part- 
ners as “prejudiced and disloyal.” Meanwhile, South- 
Korean Ambassador to Ukraine Kang Keun Taik sent 
a letter to Premier Valeriy Pustovoytenko, in which he 
expressed his concern over the future development of 
the AvtoZAZ-Daewoo Joint Venture. 


The JV, set up via a September 1997 agreement, has 
run into recent difficulties after falling car sales forced 
Suspension of production at the Zaporizhia plant. 

The Reformy i Poriadok party, one of whose mem- 
bers is general manager of the AvtoZAZ plant in 
Zaporizhia, Oleksandr Sotnykov, issued a statement 
Feb. 25 reiterating its intention to initiate in the VR a 
motion calling for suspension of tax breaks to 
AvtoZAZ-Daewoo JV, if the Koreans continue to іп- 
sist on cutting their investment in the JV. 

The statement says that Daewoo has failed to meet 
its investment commitments so far, while JV manage- 
ment is effectively paralyzed by the successful efforts 
of Korean directors to block the work of the board of 
directors. 

As a result, the JV has no approved budget, neither 
for the 1st Quarter, nor for 1999 as a whole. 


Sea Launch ready for first launch 


(UkrNews)—The most significant milestone to date 
for the Sea Launch program is now complete, the in- 
ternational joint venture said March 4. 

The conclusion of a successful series of integrated 
tests off the California Coast verifies the readiness of 
both the marine and rocket segments for the company’s 
inaugural launch later this month. 

The integrated tests, conducted near San Clemente 
Island, approximately 50 miles southwest of Long 
Beach, included extensive testing of all elements asso- 
ciated with conducting an actual launch from the two 
uniquely crafted vessels. 

“We are extremely pleased with this latest round of 
tests conducted on both the assembly and command 
ship and our launch platform,” said Bo Bejmuk, vice 
president and general manager for the Sea Launch 
Home Port. 


The Sea Launch partnership, which has customer 
contracts for 16 launches, includes: 

» Boeing Commercial Space Company of Seattle, 
Wash., responsible for construction of the Home Port, 
customer marketing and support, payload accommo- 
dations, spacecraft integration and mission operations. 

» Kvaerner Maritime a.s. based in London, UK, re- 
sponsible for the two vessels and all maritime opera- 
tions. 

* RSC Energia of Korolev, Russia, just outside Mos- 
cow, responsible for the Block DM-SL upper stage 
rocket, launch vehicle integration, automated launch 
processing equipment and launch support. 

¢ KB Pidenne/PO Pivdenmash of Dnipropetrovsk, 
Ukraine, responsible for providing the first two stages 
of the Sea Launch Zenit-3SL rocket and launch opera- 
tions support. 
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hesitant 
over investment 


(Eastern Econoomist)}—Until the Verkhovna Rada enacts the law 
on the distribution of products, Russian company Lukoil oil is not 
going to risk large-scale investment in oil/gas extraction in Ukraine, 
said Lukoil Europa Ltd. general manager, Valeriy Golovushkin, speak- 
ing March 1, at the opening of Lukoil’s gas-filling station in Dzhankoj, 
Crimea. 

This is Lukoil’s third similar gas-filling station on the peninsula. 
The first two have been built in Simferopol and Sevastopol, while the 
fourth is under construction in Yevpatoriya. 

The facility in Dzhankoj was built jointly with the Turkish Temkar 
company. In 1998, Lukoil sold via its subsidiary Lukoil Krym 24,000 
tonnes of gasoline. Lukoil incorporates 300 companies and subsid- 
іагу companies in Russia, the CIS and in 14 other countries. 

Its network of gas-filling stations numbers 1,500, increasing by 
230 annually. Golovushkin said Lukoil views Ukraine not only as a 
market for its products. 

Lukoil has already placed orders for three tanker ships of 30,000 
tonnes capacity, The Langepas, The Urgal and The Kogalym. Cur- 
rently, another contract is being negotiated to build hulls of “river- 
sea” tankers in Vogograd and to complete the tankers in Kherson. 


Business Briefs 


More Canadian business links sought 

(Eastern Economist)—A Canadian business delegation will visit 
Ukraine in June 1999 to seek out new ways to develop economic 
cooperation, announced Canadian Ambassador Derek Fraser during 
a meeting with First Deputy Speaker Adam Martyniuk Feb. 26. Fraser 
said the January visit of Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien had 
been fruitful. During that visit C$11 million in new projects had been 
initiated and Canadian and Ukrainian business representatives signed 
contracts worth a total of C$160 million. 


AvtoZaz to get boost 

(Eastern Economist)—Production of Opel automobiles will go ahead 
by the end of the year at the AvtoZAZ plant in Zaporizhia, said parlia- 
mentary deputy Serhiy Teriohin, March 1. He stated that talks are in 
progress, and that final documents are to be signed in several months. 
A production rate of 15,000 Opels per year in 2000 is hoped for. 


BP won’t participate in pipeline 
(Eastern Ecoonomist)—’ British petroleum has officially announced 
that it will not participate in the consortium constructing the Odesa- 
Brody-Gdansk pipeline and the Pivdenniy oil terminal,” said State 
Oil and Gas Committee Head Vladislav Tarashevskiy March 1. 
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Ukranian equipment could distort AIDS blood test results 


By Lily Hyde 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian officials are disputing claims that 
they are hastening the spread of AIDS by requiring the use of 
domestically produced equipment that does not reliably screen 
blood used in transfusions. 

The claim has been made by Valeriy Ivasiuk, former head 
of the National Committee for the Prevention of AIDS and 
Drug Abuse. 

A government decree signed in January of last year forbids 
the Health Ministry from buying imported testing equipment 
“where appropriate quantities of Ukrainian-produced equiva- 
lents are available.” The decree effectively bans imported test 
systems from the Ukrainian market and grants a monopoly to 
Diaprof-Med, the only Ukrainian firm producing a test sys- 
tem. 

Ivasiuk says that the Diaprof-Med test system gives false 
or ambiguous results in 60 percent of cases. 

Ivasiuk was dismissed from his post at the AIDS preven- 
tion committee in January of last year and the entire commit- 
tee was dissolved last May as part of a government economy 
drive. His critics have charged that Ivasiuk’s accusations are 
politically motivated. 

Ivasiuk supports his claims with data from health authori- 
ties. A state commission that tested the accuracy of blood- 
screening equipment until last October found that during the 
first 10 months of last year, more than 1,500 samples of 
screened blood were found on additional testing to be infected 
with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. In 1996, before the law 
calling for the use of Ukrainian-made testing equipment, there 
were only 400 registered cases where blood was tested again 
and found to be HIV-positive. 

Ivasiuk says: “If earlier there were only indications that 
the Ukrainian blood donor service was a factor in the rise of 
AIDS, now we have data of hundreds of cases where donors 
have given infected blood. And we have information of the 
fact when HIV infected blood has been given to patients.” 

Sergei Berezhnoyv, head of the epidemiological department 
within the Ministry of Health, confirms that there are several 
cases under investigation where patients may have been in- 
fected with the HIV virus via a blood transfusion. In one 
proven case in the Kirovohrad region last year, a man was 
given a transfusion of unscreened blood and contracted the 


infection. 

The most recent case is in the Chernihiv region, where a 
patient is suspected of contracting HIV through blood do- 
nated by a woman with HIV. Ivasiuk alleges that the blood 
was tested several times and cleared by the Diaprof-Med sys- 
tem before a further test on American and French systems 
indicated the donor had had the virus for over six months. 
But the head of the Chernihiv medical facility which collected 
the blood, Vasily Zub, denies the charge, saying it “didn’t 
approve this blood”. Zub added that in his clinic, “the Diaprof- 
Med system works very well.” 

The Health Ministry’s Berezhnov acknowledges that there 
have been cases where the test has given false or ambiguous 
results, but insists that the test itself was not at fault. 

“Each case was investigated by a special commission, which 
found that it was not a question of the test itself and its qual- 
ity, but a question of how it was used.... [the system] satisfies 
monitoring requirements 100 регсепі." Berezhnov said there 
was no difference in the percentage of accuracy between 
Diaprof-Med’s system and foreign systems. He added that 
there was no cause for concern over Diaprof-Med because 
the central reference laboratory in Kyiv tests doubtful blood 
samples with the French and American systems. Berezhnov 
said that the government has insisted on purchasing only the 
Diaprof-Med system because the country cannot afford to 
import equipment. 


Lydia Andruschak, national coordinator for UNAIDS in 
Ukraine, was reluctant to comment on Ivasiuk’s charges, say- 
ing that her United Nations organization only had data from 
news reports. But she told RFE/RL “Ivasiuk formerly had 
charge of the commission that tested the accuracy of screen- 
ing, so he has grounds to speak,” adding, “We don’t have 
such grounds.” 

Andruschak said it was a matter of concern that the Ukrai- 
nian market was entirely dominated by Diaprof-Med, com- 
pared to Russia where there are 13 domestically-produced 
test systems on the market. She said the lack of competition 
might lead to low standards. UNAIDS estimates that Ukraine 
has the fastest-growing HIV infection rate in all Europe, jump- 
ing from 183 registered HIV cases in 1994 to nearly 40,000 
this month, according to the Health Ministry figures. Seven 
hundred people have developed full-blown AIDS. 

Andruschak, Ivasyuk and Berezhnov all agree that the do- 
nor system in Ukraine needs urgent reform. At present it of- 
ten attracts the homeless, alcoholics or drug users, because 
each donation is paid. According to Berezhnov, blood from 
800 donors last year was rejected for transfusion because the 
blood samples turned out to be HIV positive, and he sug- 
gested that many more donors may be getting through the 
preliminary screening system. Berezhnov says: “This is the 
question for today....to organize selection of donors and make 
giving blood voluntary.” 


Rada joins CIS Inter Parliamentary Assembly 


(JF Monitor)—With 230 votes in favor — just four more 
than the minimum of 226 needed for passage — and 42 
opposed, the Ukrainian parliament, on March 3, approved 
its accession to the CIS Interparliamentary Assembly (IPA). 


The balance of the 450 deputies declined to vote. 

The highly emotional session nearly degenerated into the 
fistfights which had, accompanied some of the earlier de- 
bates on the same subject. The parliament’s leftist side had 
since 1992 attempted to make this move. Its ultimate suc- 
cess came about when a small number of deputies switched 
sides at the suggestion of President Leonid Kuchma and 


Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoytenko. 

The executive branch was acting on the basis of a tacit 
understanding with Moscow, offering this symbolic satis- 
faction in return for Russia’s recent ratification of an inter- 
state treaty with Ukraine. Similarly, Ukraine’s leftist par- 
liamentary leadership redoubled its own efforts to force 
the measure through, as a quid pro quo for the Russian 
communists’ decisive-support for treaty ratification in the 
Duma. Ukraine’s accession to Ше IPA is, however, mean- 
ingless in practical terms because that St. Petersburg-based 
body is a talking shop with no powers. 
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